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ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ART-GALLERY IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
SCHOOL OF ART AT CALOUTTA. 


* Minute by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, dated 15th February 1876. 


In my Minute of the 14th January last, regarding the general adminis- 
tration of Bengal, I had occasion to write the following remarks : 

* The School of Art at Calcutta for natives is now attracting somo pupils, 
“the attendance having much increased within the last two years. All the 
“students are anxious to qualify themselves in drawing, many of them show a 
‘fair aptitude; and some of them evince considerable ability in painting, 
“especially in portraiture. After leaving the school many find employment 
‘in lithography or engraving, and it is hoped that the demand for this kind of 
“ artistically skilled labour will increase. 

“ We are endeavouring to establish an art-gallery in connection with the 
“institution, to be filled with copies of good pictures in Europe; the importance 
“of such a gallery for the cnlightenmont of the native youth is manifest. 

“There is a great want of even the most rudimentary training in art 
“among the native youth generally. The art culture, once indigenous in the 
“country, has for the most died out in the course of ages, and nothing new has 
“been substituted. It wore much to be desired that inexpensive pictures, engray- 
“ings, and other illustrative works, should be largely introduced in the schools 
“ of all descriptions, so that the eyes of the young might become accustcmed 
“to the observation of what is beautiful in the form and the colour of all objects.” 

I have now to record what has been, and is being done for the enlargement 
of the School of Art, and for the establishment of an art-gallery in comnection 
with the school. 

In such a place as Calcutta the, establishment of an art-gallery must 
be interesting trom any and every point of view. But the interest is heightened 
when the gallery can be the means of daily instruction ; will become a lecture- 
room for classes of native students; may impart additional vigour to an 
institution designed to elevate the taste, refine the skill, and enlighten the 
ideas of the native youth who are learning art as a means of livelihood; and 
may thus serve an important educational purpose. 

Fortunately we have been able to secure the occupation of thréc buildings 
(at Boitakhana, in continuation of Bow Bazur,) immediately adjacent: to the 
School of Art; which buildings are being rapidly prepared by the Public Works 
Department for the reception of pictures. Some paintings have been presented 
to the institution by His Excellency the Viceroy; others have been purchased 
for this purpose by the Government of Bengal; many also have been promised 
to be lent for temporary exhibition in the gallery by native chicfs and 

entlemen, among whom may be mentioned the Maharajah of Burdwan, the 
Raja Jotendro Mohun Tagore, the Raja Hurendra Krishna, the Raja Sutyanund 
Ghosaul, the zeminday-of Paikpara, and others; also copies are being made from 

wivate pictures now in Calcutta; one picture, too, has been presented by 
Ti Palmer. It is probable that other native gentlemen, owners of good 
pictures, uy see fit to lend their works, either to be copied or to be exhibited for 
atime, until pictures shall arrive for permanent deposit in the gallery. We 
haye ordered a few copies from works of old masters, by Signor Pompignoli 
of* Florence, which are expected to arrive shortly. We haye purchased Colonel 
Eh collection’ of electrotypes from ancient Greek coins in the British 
If original pictures of merit in Europe shall provo to be expensive 
beyond our means, we may hope to obtain comparatively inexpensive copies of 
such works which shall give to the native youth an idea of men and things 
in Europe, both as: regards the present and the past. 

Another object of the institution would be to sot before the native youth 
a vivid and comprehensive representation of all that is most, instructive and 

ive in tho extraordinary varied features of India, chiefly as regards 
| scenery, araliseubital remains, national costume, and ethnological 
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features. For such a purpose signal advantages are available, and ought to be 
forthcoming. b , 

It will not be difficult to collect plan-drawings of great engincering works 
in all parts of the world. It would be hard to imagine anything better 
calculated to improve the minds of native youth than the sight of sugh a 
collection. 

Some specimens of statuary, and especially castes of antique works, will, 
we hope, be obtained. 

It is hoped that the gallery may be sufficiently ready by the middle of 
March to be opened for the classes and the students of the School of Art. 
His Excellency the Viceroy has consented .to be present at the inauguration. 
The interest which the Viceroy has taken in projects of this description was 
evinced by his speech at the opening of the Art Exhibition at Calcutta in 
December 1874, $ 

If any one shall be kindly disposed to render assistance by sending any 
work of art to the institution, the work will be taken charge of by the Principal 
of the School of Art, Mr. H. Locke, ‘ 


RICHARD TEMPLE. 








RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT ON’ THE CHARITABLE HOSPITALS 
AND DISPENSARIES IN BENGAL FOR THE YEAR 1874. 


"MEDICAL. 


Calcutta, the 11th February 1876. 
Reap— 
The Report by the Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department, on the Charitable 


Hospitals and Dispensaries in Bengal for the year 1874, : 
Read again— 

The Report for 1878, with the orders of Government passed thereon. 

Unp«r the system lately introduced, and which was referred to in the 
resolution in the previous year, the detailed reports on each dispensary in these 
provinces are submitted to the Surgeon-General tlirough the responsible 
medical and executive officers of each district and division. Every officer there- 
fore who has any concern in the administration of these institutions is thus 
afforded a full opportunity of acquainting himself with their history and 
working, and of offering his own remarks and suggestions. The detailed 
reports having thus been dealt with, their submission to Government has now 
been discontinued. The present report submitted by the Surgeon-General 
contains ageneral summary and digest of the reports received, and particular 
mention of such details only as it is desirable to bring to the notice of the 
“Government. The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to observe from Dr. Beatson’s 
remarks that the system has worked well ; that the remarks recorded and 
action taken by the local officers have evinced both care andinterest in the 
subject ; and that all matters of petty detail have been thoroughly considered 
and dealt with. 

2. ‘Excluding from consideration certain dispensaries which have been 
transferred, with the districts in which they are situated, to the control of the 
Chief Commissioner of Assam, -the total number of permanent charitable 
hospitals add'dispensaries open in the interior of the Lower Provinces at..the 
close of the year 1873 was 182. In the year under report.23 new . institutions 
were added to the number and 2-were closed ; consequently, the total umber 
open ‘at the beginning of 1875 was 203, These results, the Lieutenant- 
Governor considers, speak favorably for the public spirit and, benevolence of - 
the native community, by whom the necessary funds for the establishment of 
these new dispensaries’ have ‘been for the most part provided. he yearly 
additions which are made to the number of these charitable institutions afford, 
moreover, as observed by the Surgeon-General, practical:testimony, of the 
appreciation:in which these institutions are held by the people of Bengal, and 
thatthe rules lately adopted, with a view to determining the conditious under 
whieh’\Government. aid, shall be granted to persons desirous of establishing 
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dispensaries, are sufficiently liberal. The terms on which many of the older 
institutions were founded have renderéd it unadvisable to insist upon a strict 
conformity in all cases to the former rules, but in time the number of institu- 
tions thus exceptionally treated will diminish, and the confusion in classification, 
to which the Surgeon-General alludes as arising from this cause, will gradually 
disappear from the returns, 

3. From nine dispensaries, which, with two exceptions, were’ established 
during the year under report, no reports or returns were received. In 134 of the 
remaining 194 institutions in-door patients qere received and treated. The 
Lieutenant-Governor concurs with the remark made by the Surgeon-General 
that in all, except branch dispensaries in towns, accommodation should, if 
possible, be provided for persons requiring constant medical care, and unable 
to obtain such for themselves at their own homes, and hopes that the matter 
will engage the immediate attention of all local officers and dispensary eom- 
mittees. Though much has been done towards the establishment of dis 
pensaries throughout the province, much ygt remains to be done. The 
statement given in paragraph.11 of the report shows that in the notoriously 
unhealthy districts of Chittagong and Purneah only one dispensary has 
been hitherto opened out, and that in the Dinagepore district also, in which 
much fever prevails, two dispensaries only have bevn established. ‘These‘are 
all large and wealthy districts, and the Lieutenant-Governor is confident that 
if the district officers were to exert themselves, and showed a greater interest 
in the matter, the wealthy native residents would not be found backward in 
subscribing the funds necessary for the establishment of new dispensaries. 

4, Public health—In his 14th paragraph the Surgeon-General calls 
attention to the causes which render the dispensary returns a fallacious index 
of the state of health of the general community in either particular parts or in 
the province as a whole. Dispensary patients, it is true, generally belong to the 
poorer classes, while at the same time there are certain sections of native 
society which do not take advantage of the existence of dispensaries at all. 
Still it is inevitable that any great change in the publie health, whether for 
better or for worse, will have its effect in the dispensary-returns, and to a 
certain, though a limited, extent the course of disease and the extent and 
prevalence of special formis of disease will be thus traceable, as well as the rate 
of mortality of the different diseases. In the medical history of the year under 
review the diminution of epidemic fever was a noticeable feature, and this 
circumstance is also confirmed by the figures now submitted. Similarly, an 
inference may be drawn, though with less certainty, as to the straitened 
circumstances of the people, due to the late scarcity, from tbe increase in the 
number of. cases of disease attributable to a weakened constitution. There 
is little else in the returns, however, indicative of an excéptional season; the 
proportion which the number of cases of the various diseases treated bear 10 
each other having been preserved from year to year with a remarkable 
sameness, 

5. Sick treated—The fact that the figures for the dispensaries now 
transferred to Assam have been excluded from the totals for 1874, while they 
‘have not been thus excluded from the totals for the previous years, somewh:t 
detracts from the value of the comparative statements which have been incor- 
+porated with the present report. Notwithstanding this circumstance, however, 
the figures for 1874, showing the number of sick treated, indicate a large increase 
as compared with the numbers treated in previous years. Lucluding boti 
in-door. and. out-door patients, the total number of persons who were either , 
received into the dispensaries or afforded out-door relief during the year under 
review, was 660,131, against 618,710 in the previous year. In 1869 the number 
was 885,812 only, so that in the course of five years the figures haye nearly 
doubled, It is to be borne in mind that patients treated in the Caloutta and 
suburban hospitals and dispensaries, and in the special endemic dispensaries 
in the districts of the Burdwan division have been excluded from these totals. 
Adding 263,027 patients, who were treated at the former, and 917,664 who 
were treated at the latter institutions, the grand total of persons prescribed for 
was 1,840,822, against 1,804,984 in the year 1873. As has been repeatedly 
pointed these figures do not pretend to. any great accuracy as indicating 
the ee individuals who attended the several institutions, each separate 
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attack of disease being treated as adistinct case. “Still the Lieutenant-Governor 
accepts them as satisfactorily indicating the extent to which the people are 
Deginning to realise the advantages of superior medical treatment, and as 
bearing testimony to the increasing confidence with which the several practi- 
tioners in charge of the various institutions are regarded. . 

6. The increasing extent, as indicated by the returns, to wlfich provi- 
sion is being made in the local dispensaries for the treatment of in-door 
patients is a matter for satisfaction, The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the 
efforts which have been thus made by several committees to utilise the balance 
of funds at their credit will be sustained. and more generally followed. e 
past year the avérage number of in-door and of out-door patients treated daily 
was 1,201 and 6,774 respectively, against 974 and 6,683 in the previous year. 
Of the whole number who attended 64°11 were males, 19°69 females, and 16°19 
children, the proportion of women and children being slightly greater than in 
the previous year. Of the results of the treatment the detaiJs given refer only 
to in-door patients. These show that 69°71 per cent. were cured and relieved; 
13-44 per cent, were otherwise accounted for, and 16:85 died. The mortality 
was thus slightly greater than in previous years, the death-rate having been 
16-22 in 1878, 16°07 in 1872, and 18°41 in 1871. With respect to the very 
high death-rate observable in certain dispensaries, the Surgeon-General very 
properly calls attention to the fact that the absence of pauper asylums leads 
to a large number of hopeless cases being admitted for treatment, simply because 
there is no place but the dispensary where the wants of the unfortunate suf- 
ferers can be attended to. In every dispensary where such cases are of fre- 
quent occurrence it would be advisable, as noticed by the Surgeon-General, 
to set apart a moribund ward, the statistics of which might be separately shown. 
By some such expedient only will it be possible to render the dispensary 
returns of real value, as showing the success or otherwise of the treatment of 
ordinary diseases. , . 

7. Surgical operations.—The total number of major surgical operations 
performed was 2,401, against 2,045 in the previous year. Of minor surgical 
operations the number was 29,554, against 25,889. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor 
agrees with the Surgeon-General in thinking that the relief of injury or 
disease by surgery is much appreciated by the native community, and that the 
advance indicated by the above figures is the more satisfactory on this ac- 
count. The great increase in the number of operations connected with the 
eye is very noteworthy, and the Lieutenant-Governor is glad to observe that 
a fair proportion of them were successful. 

8. Supply of mediciaes—Of the contributions made by Government 
towards medical relief, no inconsiderable portion consists in the gratuitous 
supply of European drugs and other medical stores to the various hospitals and 
dispensaries.» The total value of what was thus supplied during the year 
under review was Ks. 2,51,260, against Rs, 2,26,634 in the previous year, Of 
the whole amount, Rs. 61,689 only represents the ordinary supply of medicines, 
&e., tb permanent dispensaries in the interior. The balance consists: of the 
value of stores su yplied to the Calcutta hospitals, to the temporary dispensaries 
established in the fever-stricken districts, and in those where famine was 
anticipated. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the anticipation of the 
Surgeon-General that in future years a large saving may be effected by the 
substitution of the cinchona febrifuge for quinine will be realised. Meanwhile, 
a very appreciable diminution in the demand on the resources of Govern 
ment Will result from the abolition of most of the endemic fever dispensaries 
in the Burdwan division. 

9. Income of dispensaries —Excluding the cost of medicines supplied 
by Government, the total income of all dispensaries in the interior was 
Rs. 8,86,198, against Rs, 3,1U,886 in the previous year. Of this total income 
Government, still contributes somewhat more than one-third, Still in the 
year under review there was a slight improvement in the extent to which 
native subscribers came forward to support the several institutions, while the 
contributions received from local funds were also somewhat more liberal thae 
in the previous year. The proportion borne by subscriptions received from the 
Kuropean community to the total income decreased from 7-93 per cent. in 
1878 to 7:09 in 1874, The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to learn that the 
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number of municipalities which contribute towards the support of dispensaries 
inereased to 65, against 52 only in 1878, and that the amount of their contri- 
butions has ranged higher than heretofore, The arrangement adoyted in 
certain instances of appointing the town committees to have the control of the 
dispensaries is favorably reported on, end should be extended. With a view 
to guard Government against loss, consequent on the extension of the number 
of charitable dispensaries, a system of guaranteed subscriptions was introduced 
under the new dispensary rules. This system is reported to have worked well. 
In the majority of cases the whole amount of the guaranteed income was realised, 
and in many cases considerably, more. The net result was a surplus of 
Rs. 35,495, against a deficiency of Rs, 8,158. The Lieutenant-Governor expects 
that the Magistrates of the districts where the 39 institutions which fell short 
of their guaranteed income are situated will give their attention to the more 
punctual realization of the subscriptions. He trusts that subscribers will 
wa the conditions on which the Government aid is afforded ; and that, 
if failure of private resources were to become chronic, tive Government contri- 
bution might have to be withdrawn. The success with which, in the majority 
of cases, the guaranteed incomo is realized is creditable to the officers,concerned. 

10. ELapenditure of dispensaries.—Excluding the value of medical stores 
supplied by Government without charge, the total expenditure of all dispen- 
saries during thé year under review amounted to Rs. 3,382,840, inst 
Rs, 3,189,024 in 1873 and Rs. 2,99,738 in 1872, The income of the dispen- 
saries taken together was thus sufficient not only to cover all expenses, but to 
admit of the investment of a small surplus. The mean cost of each patient 
was annas 9-4, against annas 8-10 in 1873. 

11. Inspeotion.—The number of dispensaries visited by administrative 
medical officers was somewhat less than in the previous year. The Lieutenant- 
Governor accepts the explanation offered of the result. He trusts, however, 
that futare reports pill show that any shortcoming in this respect has 
been made good. Generally, civil surgeons have performed a fair amount 
of inspection duty. The Lieutenant-Governor does not, however, consider the 
failure to visit the dispensaries at Gurbetta, Barh, and Behar creditable to the 
officers concerned. , 

12. ‘The services rendered by the several district medical officers have 
not been confined to supervising the working of permanent dispensaries. In, 
districts where epidemics have prevailed, the establishment of temporary insti- 
tutions, and the deputation of medical subordinates with medicines for free 
distribution in the interior, has occupied much of their attention. The Lieute- 
nant-Governor notices with pleasure the testimony which is borne by the 
Surgeon-General to the diligenceyand care with which the work of the officers 
under his control has been generally discharged.. To the Surgeon-General 
himself the acknowledgments of Government are-due for the ability with 
which he has entered upon the administration of his department, and in 
particular the Lieutenant-Goyernor has to thank Dr. Beatson for the care with 

» which the present report has been drawn up. 
x) By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
es) R. L. MANGLES, © 

1 Wie Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengat. 
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Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State end Prospecte of the Crops inthe different Districts 


of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the \2th February 1876. 
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| Distriot, and date of “/ Oharacter’of the weather, stnte and prospects of the cropa, aud 
No. ‘return. . |Stationin| stave of healjh at date, 
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WENGAL. ‘ 
Wentarn Distescea. 
“(2 \Bardwan, Fob. 14,976) Nil. [Tho oif-sood crops are nonrly all got in, and tho outfinen is fain Tho Tater col 
weather crops, pulses, barley, and sugarcane, are looking better than could be 
‘expected in the absence of the usual rain at this wetson, Rain is much wanted, 
Tho tunke are getting very low, and cholera is beginning vo appear in Culun 
and Johunabad., 4 
| 1 : . 
2 |Bankoorm, 4 19 | Nit |Wenther is gotting warm. No change in the state and prospects of the cram 
| singe inst week. “Health of tho district is good, 
Ob ainmeMaaels Nil. |Weathor—Warm, In some parts the want of rain is damaging the wintor ovnpa, 
=| 4 |Midnnpore, —,, 12 | Nil, |Weather—Fine and dry. Rubber crops have beon sown ovet wlarger area than 
wy | y usual, but tl =e will alytion moderate. There is sporadic cholera 
Ke in many pluces. ‘ 
8 
S| 5 |thooghty, » 1% 4] Nil. [Wenther—Vory cold on the 4th and 5th Februnry,but getting warmer subsequent! 
2 sels Borro rice in the south is going on well, ‘Transplanting of borro rice ings 
. fewamp lands from nurseries is going on wgll, but water is shallow. Sugarcano 
being ont and pressed. Sugarcane cuttings are being planted ont. Banking 
up of potatoc Innda is closed, but irrigation is still earried on in late potatoe 
Junds. “Knrly potatoes are being dug up; mangoo trees aro now in flower. 
Rubbee crops aro doing well, and a good outturn is expected, | Very Inte amun 
tle (Ealerh and maght) im ill being nevested from ewump lnnde in ahe sown, 
Gram, pulses, motur and musooree, are being ent, Yield is very good. Vege- 
tables are abundant, except brinjals, 
(| Howrah, » 1% 4 Nil, [Weather is still fine. State and prospects of the crops remain unchanged, 
Coral Districts. 
6 [24-Pergunnabs, Feb. 14,4°76] Nil, |Woathor—Coldin the beginning of the week ; gotting warmer since. ‘The harvest 
: Re esd of amun, or the Into rice, is ull but completed. Cold weather erops ure doing 
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12 |Rajshabye, 1% | Nil, |Wenthor—Cloar and, cold, but no appearances of rain. 
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suffering much from continued absence of rain, which is very 
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Hastern Districts, 


18 |Dacoa, Pob. 14," 76) Nil. 
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Wonther—Milder, with a little more sunshine, The fow animportant crops on 
the rook now are doing well. Land is being prepared for sowing, 


Weather has been cold and pleasant, Né hieb is needed. 
Nothing special wroporeal tothe ropes es Nn eA 


Weathor—Very cold. The prospeots of the tebaceo crop have” not improved, 
‘es there was no tain daring the week, 


Wether was enol up tolast three days. Statoand prospects of tho ereps are very 
ire . 


Weather Unorualy cold during. curr part of the wesk, but towards rie a 
somewhat warmer weather set in, vl ‘complaints of want of rain for rabbee 
‘crops, Health of the district is good. 


[Weather—Cold. State and prospects of tho erops are fair, but rain is wanted, 


|Weather—Colder thnn last week. Mornings cloudy. ''No erop of any consequence 
{scm the ground at preset. ‘ain {a mredh for tobeoen sais Bhooase 


Weathor-—No ehango rive. lat week. The cold weather crops are all nearly 
harvested, and are pretty fair. Borro ddan is uow beidg planted out, and ix 
suffering from want of rain, 


Wenthor—-Cool. Rain is wanted. Cholera is decreasing. Small-pox is still 
prevalent, 


|Weather—Cold and fair, The winter Ke aro promising well, but little rain 
would do much good. Cases of cholera and smali-pox still provail in certain 
parts of the district, 


[enther—Varg cold nt night ding, the Inst part of the week, Mostar fo 
boing gathored. ‘The hillmen have began to out jungle for their joom, 


|Weather—Cold and fair. No change in the state and prospects of the crops 
since Inst week. 


ther—Sensonable. Prospects of the are favorable, Health of the 
district is good. ve 


‘Westher—Warmer. Bigh westerly winds during the day. Highest reading 
of thermometer 89°4’ in the shade. Rubbeo crops are fair throughout 
the district, Very Ittle injury from want of rain “Public heath in goods 


westerly*winds in the south. Oil-seeds, iit and Kora 
Ros ovited seieicia'cas ‘A fow eases of smal 








Netter Fine a oh, with wort wind during the early parts of the woek 5 
"| moch warmer the 


nat two days. No change in the prospects of crops. Prives 
fare stationary for the most part, with, “niet deoling bere nd there. Rell 
oficersmployed inthe Mdboobant sub-division report, svme! ete of da, 
it cep sre atl = ‘eupplied with er, though the means ‘of? 


irate ft mre beginning to fail “ 


| Weather i geting rather warmer. Thore is no materia! change in the prospect 
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ther Cal sky een, with wort wind prevailing. Gold weather crops are 
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Pricesare favorable. 
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‘Weather—Seasonable. Stato and prospects are much the mame as last week, 


Ont continued drought the rudbee is drying up on high lands, It is stilt 
yery good in many places, especially mear the Coosy. Prices of rice and 

Saat nre not eine in 1, though the sub-divisional officer 

aid (oxen ‘of the'peoplo in Naradigur, outside Court of Wards’ jurisdiction, 
be getting vory bad. The Coll leaves for Soopoo! this week. In 

, where grain is just as dear, tho sub-divisional officer says he 
oars of no complaints of prices, and the condition of the people is very good, 
General health of the distriet is vary good. 


|Weather was very cokl during the first, Sho gett, ab to-day the wind 
thas changed to tho enat, and it hie esha ‘Tho gram and pulses 

are tl Joking LEER Foals fealey are "in en ¢erep Ib poor 

one, Ploughing for 40 inue the same 
aoe be 





Weather—Nights cold. Days getting warmed, Prospects of rwébee are not im. 
proved. General hoalth is good. 


|Weather‘is drier than usual at this season, and occasionally warm. Cold weather 
a id reaped with good outturn, Public healeh rena Price of 
is low, 


|Weather—Clonr, and very litle ool Barolicg sit 0g the sarad, or the si 
‘tice erop, is com ‘Sugarcane are 

Sed, yore wre pe, Mi nied cnede ose ting, hervaten} Ritesh ote: 

and dalooa paddy pny are ar faiely Progressing. 


Weather——Fine and dry throughout the distict, Tho rice harvest i finish 
‘and agricultural operations are for the most part at m standstill, 
‘the district is somewhat improved. - 


Weather—Col, with high vary sory arzing “wost winds. ‘There can be no change in 
IM aome rain falls, The rubboe erops will 
be venceohey "The high wing winds are damaging the opinm, and while’ the 
continues in ie prevent hardened condition, the rte cannot plough, 
and mangoe are coming into blossom, 


IWenther—Warmor tha Inst wok, High wost winds. No rain. ‘The graim 

fod maka crops havo, sfeed to woe extant in wome parte of the Suddet 
division for want of rain, From Palamow the Assistant Commissioner reports 
‘tht. the ontturn will be short owing to no rain. ‘The westerly winds atill 
ontioun to blow. General health is good A few cases of stmall.pos still 
‘reported from Palamow. 


Weather is scasonable. State and prospects of the baie arNpebes tex 
‘the sume as last week. 


|Weathor is still extremely dry, with scarcely any dow. 
pees esr dy anf eparta Siem 


Sf watt fo sa ao ieignion ave gating foe se 











© Telegram of the 14th February, recoived on the same day, shows rainfall during the savan days immediately prceding, 


Catcurta, Stamisrica:, Derr, 
The 16th February 1876. 


. 
6 H.-J. 8. Corton, 
Offy. Jr. Secy. to the Gost, of Bengahe 
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Cont 
cot ¢ 
5 Hoogh) 
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(Howrah = Mehta 





Cuxreay Distarors. 
















4 Saugor Inland ditto 
Calcuter ditto, 
altipore {2% aiuto 

‘i vere 2 Jai ito 
Busseerhnt ditto 
Q4-Pergunnabs 0:4 | fraser ditto 
Diamond Harton aie 

Barripore ji 
Satkbirn ditto 
Hwrreekpore ditto, 
Dum-Dum ditto 
Wishoaghurs ditto 
aitto 
to 
| [Nude ws aie 
H listo 
é {1 Htanartat ditto 
atta 

tto 
4 ditto 
Det hts 

at i 
. Niagooral ditto 
Berhampore ditto, 
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BENGAL. —(Continued.) 


Easrenx Diseniers, 


Currragose, 


Parwas 








Phireisal 
Perozenore 
Patooaktialy 
Dowiutkhan 





Kisboregnmze 





fone 


Cox's Ban 





Chittagong 151 Tracts | jeongamate Hill 


~~ | Noakholly: 
{ Comitlah 


Deabmanbar 





ATi Tipperab, 


Patna 
Helune 


art 
Dinars f 





Nowadah 
Amungalind 
Johianabad 


Areal 
Sasseram 
Huanr 
‘slaiboowd 


Mozulforpore 
Unjoopore 
‘Seotamurhiee 


Durbhunee 
Mudoovuonee 
Tajpore 





Motiharee a 
Bettiah rag 
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Nil 
Nil 
Ni 
Nil 


Ni 
Nil 
Nil 











1876. 


22nd Jan. 
‘th Feb. 


ditto 
ditto 


dite 
ditto 





ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
dito 


Gth Peb, 
ditto 
disto 
ditto 


ditto 
dito 
dixto 
ditto 


ditto 
ditto 


ditto 
dixto 





| Not ree, Sed to 6th Jan, 1870, 





‘Not rec, Oth to 16th Jan. 1870, * 
Not ree, 2nd to Sth Jun. 1876. 
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ORISSA. laches, 
Telegraph Ofice | Nil 
{]ootack {Tiina | Na . 
1| Jajepore ay Nil 
Cuttack - wa | Kendraparah < Nil 
Hl Jugutsmgpore ... oe | OND 
(| Palse Point Na 
Pooree Ni . 
a = of | Rhoda et 
2 Exe, Bogt.'s Office | Nov rei 
: I are Barer oes | Nee rey : 
Hosoi Sieh 
dora co Ni 
Chandbally Nil 
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rE AGENCY. 
ses Hasareetanh... $8 wa | Ni | Nit | ditto . 
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Kanchee Nil Nil ditto 
Lohardages.. {| Palamow MI | Nit | Nit | ditto 
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4 | Deopanie ditto: itto 0, 
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pt ww | ditto | ditto O05 | ditto 
U ehibridoo, Be m= | ditto | ditto G48 | ditto 
Henares we} ditto | ditto 
Alcynb 030] Nil sth Fob, 




















H. F. Branrorn. 
Cancurra, Meteorological Reporter to the (Govt, of India, 
The \2th February 1876. * in charge of Meteorological Office, bengal. 
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—————— 
Meveorological ‘Telegraphic Report for the period 6th to 12th Feb. 1876. 
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‘The mean barometer, as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, are derived from 
the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day. . 

The peoeety is computed with the Greenwich constants. The figures in colamn 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the. complete suturation of whieh being taken at unity. The receiver of 
lower rain-gauge is 14 feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above the level of the 
ond ie velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, is registered from noo to noans 

‘The extreme variation of temperature during the past seven days 

“The maximum temperature during the past seven days 

‘The maximum temperature during the corresponding period of the past year 

‘The mean humidity during the pust seven days 

‘The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year 





‘The total fal of rain fom Sth to 1th a Pe eh 
Ditto ditto ditto, _ average of twenty-two previous years ww 042 
Ditto ditto between the 81st January and the 14th February i Nil. 

| Ditto — ditto ditto, average of twenty-two previous years tee 0 EIB 
S " a m4 GornenavTH Sen, 





. The 15th February 1876. + In charge of the Observatory. 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations. 


Saturday, the 19th February 1876. 





Rresent: 
His Honor tae Lrevrenant-Governor or Benoat, presiding. 
The Hon’ble V. H. Scwatcn, c.s. 
The Hon’ble G. C. Pact, Acting "Advocate General, 
; ‘The Hon’ble H. L. Dawrrer, 
The Hon’ble Srx Sruarr Hoae, xr., 
The Hon’ble H. J. Reynotps, 
. The Hon’ble H. Bett, 
The Hon’ble Banoo Juacapanund Mooxerser, Rar Banapoor, 
The How’ble, Banoo Ramsnunxer Sen, Rar Banapoon, 
The Hon’ble T, W. Brooxes, 
The Hon’ble Banoo Krisropas Par, 
The Hon’ble Nawas Syup Asucuar Aut Diter Jone, ¢.8.1., 





and 
The Hon’ble Movtvme Manomen Meer Aus. 


CALCUTTA MUNIUIPALITY. 
Tar Hor’ste Sm Sroarr Hoce moved that the report of the Seloct 
Committee on the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to the municipal 
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affairs of Calcutta be’ further considered, in order to the settlement of the 
clauses of the Bill. ‘i 

The motion was agreed to. “ 

The Hon’six Str Stuart Hoce moved that, in the last line of Section 8, the 
word “ fifty” be substituted for “one hundred.” The object of the amend- 
ment was to meet the views of a nuniber of persons whose opinion was entitled 
to considerable weight, and who were of opinion that the qualification of 
having paid during the previous year Rs, 100 in rates and taxes, in order to 
entitle a person to be a Commissioner under the new Bill, was too high, and 
might debar many eligible candidates from coming forward. And, therefore, to 
mect the objection, it was proposed to reduce the property qualification from 
Rs. 100 to Rs. 60. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hon’ste Sm Sruarr Hoge said, as Section 12 was drafted; it seemed 
doubtful whethér the powor of the Government to make rules for the election 
of Municipal Commissioners was not too restricted. He therefore moved that 
tho third clause of Section 12 be omitted, and the following substituted for it :— 

« Votes at all elections shall be rendered by means of voting papers. 

« The Local Government may from time to time make rules, not being inconsistent with 
this Act, for the purpose of regulating all matters connected with such elections, and the 
result of all elections shall be published in the Cudeutéa Gazette,” 

The motion was agreed to. 

The.Hoy’pie Sr Stuart Hoce said, when the Bill was drafted, it was the 
intention that the Government should lay down rules on all matters in any way 
connected with the recording of votes and -tho qualification for voting, and 
to decide in which ward persons paying rates for property situated’ in different 
wards should yote. It was proposed to lay down by legislation, that the 
Chairman of the Commissioners should in each case, at the time of registering 
the title to vote, decide in which ward a voter was entitled to vote, and-that the 
Chairman should decide, as far as possible, according to the interest of the voter 
in the several wards. Tho Chairman, at the time of registering, should 
decide the point in communication with the voter, and the Chairman’s deci- 
sion shquld be based on consideration of the amount of interest which the voter 
had in each ward, so that the voter might be allowed to vote in that ward in 
which he was most interested as a rate-payer. Str Sruarr Hoe therefore 
moved that the following be added to Section 13 :— 

“ And shall also decide in which of the wards described in the first schedule such 
applicant is entitled to vote. 

“ Such decision shall not be subject to spyedl: 

“No person, whose name ie not entered in such list at the time of the election, shall bo 
qualified to vote, or to be elected as a Commissioner; and no person shall he entitled to vote 
in any other ward than that which has bein allotted to him by the decision of the Chairman 
as aforesaid, 

“The Chairman shall decide the allotment of a particular ward to a voter as far as 
possible according to the interest which such voter may have in the ward.” 

The Hoy’ste Banoo Krrsropas Pax said, he objected to the amendment. 
It tended to exclude a person having an interest in property situated in more 
than one ward from voting in more than one of those wards. No one is better 
aware than the members of this Council that in England, where the privilage of 
electing members of Parliament and municipal institutions had been Teng recog: 
nized, a person who held property in more than one town had the right of voting 
for the election of the members of all the towns in which his property might lie. 
If, for instance, a person had property in London and Birmingham, ‘he was 
entitled to vote for the election of members for both those places, In the same’ 
way, if a person in Calcutta had'proporty in two or more wards, Banoo Krrsropas 
Pai did not see why, if he satisfied the property qualification laid down in the 
Bill, he should be debarred from voting for the return of members for the 
different wards in which he ent own property. 

The Hoy’sie Str Stuaxt Hoos said, he failed to see on what principle the 
hon’ble member proposed that if a rate-payer had property in every ward ofthe 
town, he should be allowed. to vote in every wi Sir Sruarr een thought 
the hon’ble member misunderstood the object of the amendment, The effect of 
the amendment would be that, if a person held a.much larger amount of pr 





(i 





Ty 
SUPPLEMENT 10 THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, FEBRUARY, 28, 1870. 164, 








in Chowringhee than in the northern division of thé town, his interest would’ be 
greater in Chowringhee than in the northern division, and he would therefore vote 
in the Chowringhee ward. It was not left entirely to the discretion of the 
Chairman, for the allotment was directed to be made “as far as possible accord- 
ing to the interest which the voter had in a ward.” 

The Hon’six Mr. Bert. suggested that the voter should have the option of 
selecting the ward in which he desired to vote ; he thought a person holding 
property in different wards should have the right to select the ward in which 
Po-wou id vote. 

The Hoy’siz Bazoo Kuistopas Pat considered the suggestion of the hon’ble 
member better than the proposition in the amendment ; he thought, however, 
that a person holding property in different wards ought to have a vote in each 
of such wards. ; : 

The consideration of the amendment was then postponed, and the Secretary 
was instructed to draft a clause, in consultation with the hon’ble mover of the 

» Bill, on the principle above suggested. 

The Hoy’srz Sm Sruanr Hose said that Section 18 referred to the 
disqualification of members. 

It provided that no person should be qualified to he, or to continue to be, 
a member of the Committee who was, or became at the time, or during the 
term of his appointment or election, a bankrupt or insolvent, or who was 
interested (otherwise than as a shareholder in a joint-stock company) in any 
contract with the Corporation ; and no person wlio was absent from Calcutta six 
months consecutively, or who should be sentenced to imprisonment, should be 
qualified to continue to be such member. The Bill laid down the number of 
Commissioners to be seventy-two. lt had been suggested that in the event 
of any member of the Corporation becoming disqualified under Section 18 
eduring that time, any act done by the Corporation would be illegal, seeing that 
the number would he less than 72. To provide against that technical objection, 
he would move to add the following proviso to this section ;— 

“Provided that no act of the Commissioners or their officers, or of the Commissioners in 
meeting, shall be deemed to be invalid by reason only that the number of the Commissioners 
did not amount to seventy-two at the date of the performance of such act.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hoy’sre Ste Sruarr Hoee said, the various purposes for which the 
municipal taxes and rates might be expended by the Corporation under this 
Bill were specified in Section 18: they were nearly all the same as under the 

. existing Act. But they had been extended by the third clause, which enabled the 
Corporation to defray * the cost of the construction and maintenance of hospitals 
and'dispensaries.” "The wording of that-clause had given rise to a good deal of 
hostile criticism, and there appeared to be an alarm lest it should be the inten- 
tion of the Government to force on the Municipality considerable expenditure on 
account of hospitals and dispensaries now maintained by the State. As there 
was no intention on the part of the Government to call upon the Corporation 
to bear any expenditure now borne by the State—but the words were introduced 
to enable the Corporation to meet any extraordinary cases that might arise— 
he-would move that the words objected to be omitted. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The How’sie Sir Sruarr Hose said, the amendment .he had to move in 
Section 23 was merely verbal. The section laid down that the local Govern- 
ment should, from time to time, appoint a proper person to bo Chairman of 
the Commissioners, and that such Chairman should be “removeable” from 
office by the local Government, on the recommendation of the Commissioners 
present at a special general meeting ; that was to say, it should be within the 
power of the local Government to remove the Chairman on the requisition of 
two-thirds of the Commissioners present at a general meeting. As the words 
“shall be removeable” were ambiguous, and might give rise to the supposition 
that it would be imperative on the Government to remove the Chairman on 
the requisition of two-thirds of the Commissioners present at « special general 
meeting, he proposed to remove all ambiguity by omitting the words “ shall 
be removeable,” and substituting for them the words “ may be removed.” 
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The motion was agreed to. 

Tho Hon’stx Sir Sruarr Hogg said, that by Section 25 the appointment of 
certain officers should be subject to the approval of the local Government. He 
proposed to add to the word appointment” the words “ and resolutions,” and 
theu all orders passed by the Commissioners under Section 25 would be subject 
to the sanction and approval of the local Government. 

The Hoyw’ste Banoo Krisropas Pat said, he gladly supported this amend- 
ment. Although he was on principle opposed to the extension of the powers of 
the Government, which rwould interfere with the legitimate exercise of the autho- 
rity of the Commissioners, still in a matter’ of that kind he thought the Govern- 
ment ought to haye a power of control. From his experience of the last 
twelve years he was constrained to say that the appointments in the Muniei- 
pality were too frequently jobbed away by the Justices. He hoped that this 
power would be rightly exercised by Government so us to prevent a recurrence 
of the scandals of the past. rs 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

The Hon’nix Sm Srvart Hoge moved that the words ‘shall reside within 
the town,and” be inserted after the word ‘Vice-Chairman ” in line 1, clause 2 of 
Section 25. All the chief officers of the Municipality should, he thought, by law 
be compelled to reside within the Mahratta Ditch, and not be permitted to reside 
in the Suburbs. Groat inconvenience would be felt if the senior officers resided 
at a distance, and therefore, he thought, it should be laid down distinctly that 
all these officers should reside in Calcutta. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hoy’sie Sin Sruarr Hoce said, the appointment of the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman was made with the approval of the Government. Inthe case 
of the Chairman, the appointment rested with the Government, and in the case, 
of the Vice-Chairman, the nomination rested with the Commissioners, subject 
to the approval of the Government. By Section 27, the Municipality had the 
power from time to time to fix the allowance to be made to the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman.: Consequently, if the Corporation and the Government 
were not in accord as regards the appointment, it would be in the power of the 
Corporation to nullify the appointment made by Government by fixing a mere 
nominal salary. In order to guard against this very unlikely, but still possible, 
contingency, it was proposed that all the resolutions passed by the Commis- 
sionors under this section should be subject to the approval of the local Govern- 
ment, and he would therefore move that the following words* be added to 
Section 27 :— : 

« All resolutions passed By the Commissioners under this section shall be ‘subject to the 
approval of the local Government.” 

The motion was agreed to. 


The How’s1x Sir Srvarr Hoe said that the nomination to the appoint- 
ment of all the officers mentioned in Section 28 rested with the Corporation, 
subject to the approval of the local Government; but the allowances made to 
these officers lay under this’ section exclusively in the power of the Co ; 
tion. It was proposed to make the allowances to be drawn by these officers 
subject to the sanction of the Government. In order to secure that object, he * 
proposed at the end of the section to add the words:— 

« All resolutions piised by the Commissioners under this section shal] be subject to the 
approval of the local Goverament.” : ape 

‘The motion was agreed to. . 

The Bill as settled by the Council was then ordered to be published in tho 
Gazette. . 








* 


[ Zo be continued, } 








AID BY GOVERNMENT TO THE NATIVE ASSOCIATION FOR 
* OULTIVATION OF SCIENCE. ‘ 


Minute by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, dated 21st January 1876. 






For some time an Association for the cultivation of Science has been 
ized by a body of native gentlemen at the instance of Dr. Mohendro 
Sircar, a medical practitioner of considerable repute in Calcutta, and him- 
self an example of the elevating effect of scientific culture... The Association 
consists of many members, donations to a considerable amount, over 
Rs. 80,000, have been promised. There is an expectation that current 
subscriptions for the month, or for the year, will be receive. The objects of 
the Association are to provide lectures of a very suporior kind in the various 
branches of the physical sciences, especially general physics, chemistry, and 


ro) 

















» geology, mainly for students who have already passed through’ school or college, 


or have otherwise attained some degree of proficiency in these respects. ‘There 
would also be lectures for youths and students possessing a lesser degree of 
preneeier One special object of the Institution is to encourage native young 
men of talent and education to prosecute systematically scientific studies after 
leaving college, so as to advance to a high stage of knowledge. The several 
sciences would be taught with a view to their application to practical arts and » 
uses. Expense would have to be incurred in remunerating the lecturers; im 
obtaining apparatus, instruments, and books; in allowing scholarships to 
specially sclected students; and in providing house aceommodation. 

2. The Association héld a meeting on the 15th January last, consisti 
of native gentlemen of wealth, learning, and position, which meeting I m wolf 
attended, ‘and a committee of management was formed. At that mecting 
it was resolved that the opening of the Institution should be considered as a 
memorial of the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. 

8. The management of the Institution would be determined by the 
members of the Association, under such conditions as they might settle among 
themselves. It is important that the members should devant on their own 
independent. exertions for the attainment of success; they would raise and 
judiciously inyest their funds, and would collect current subscriptions; they 
would determine the subjects of the lectures, and appoint the lecturers; they 
would allot scholarships so far as their funds might permit. 

4, The Association are, I understand, desirous of knowing what assistance 
the Government could or would render. . 

Considering that the formation of this Association constitutes an important 
offort by the natives themselves to promote the cultivation of science; that the 
realization of so large an amount of donations as that promised would indicate 
munificence on the part of many native gentlemen for the good of their 
countrymen; that the Institution, if successful, would serye a considerable 
educational purpose, and among other things would probably supply teaclters 
for technical schools or otlter scientific institutions which the Government might 
set up in Bengal, I> think that the project merits some co-operation from the 
«Government in toktn of its sympathy with the good cause which the Association 


— ce thorefors}ito take ligible building, with it i 
a r up an el eo ) Wu its premises, 
er pepe ‘of College Street and Bow Baaiaeerad to ae it over, 
ished to the jation for occupation free of all ey for a term 
of years, which would be settled ete, in consultation with the Committee, 
for’ the purposes as above set forth, on, condition that at least Rs. 70,000 be 
obtained by donations, of which at least Rs. 50,000 must be invested 
Com in Government securities, and that a monthly subscription 
ensem be promised for two years. ‘I'his propdsal is 
dition ‘upon Gayerunset aes able to obi 

and premises. In this way the Association wo 
sing ble a da on in the city of Caleuttay 
and would be able to devote its 


















































RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE 
' ©OOCH BEHAR STATE FOR THE YEAR 187475. — 


Bi 
Read again— 


POLITICAL. 


Calcutta, the 


2st February 1876, 


xAD— 
‘The Annual Administration Report of the Gooch Behar State for the year 1874-75. 


The Report of the year 1873-74, with the orders of Government passed thereon. 

Ov his late visit to Qoocll Behar, the Lieutenant-Governor passed orders 
regarding those matters in tie administration of the State which appeared 
to him to require attention, and therefore, as regards most poiuts in the present 
report, itis not necessary for him to do more than to refer the: Commissioner 
to the minute dated 6th July last, which was forwarded to him with endorse. 
ment No. 1775, dated 16th idem, by the Revenue Department of this office. 

2. In this minute it was stated by the Lieutenant-Governor that the 
only particular defect which came to his notice was the large amount of uncol- 
lected balances of land revenue, and the necessity of prompt action being taken 
for the reduction of these balances, which have been for some years accumu- 
lating, was specially insisted upon. With a view to ascertaining whether 
proper steps have been taken to carry out these directions, the Lieutenant- 
Governor now requests that more detailed information may be given in future 
reports, than that contained in the present one, regarding the nature of these 
balances, the number of years for which they severally have been outstanding, 
the amount collected during the year, the amount which has been remitted, the 


atmount which is expected to be irrecoverable, and so forth. 


Without explana- 


tions, the table given in paragraph 2 of the report is hardly intelligible. The 


amount of revenue paid before it became due is not stated. 


Dhis might affect 


the figures for a single year, but it would not do so appreciably when the 


results of a series of years are taken together. 








Rs. + 
Arrear at the beginning of 1469-70... .. " 8,81,943 
Carrent demand for six years vee 27,14,505 
Collections for six years 27,54,014 
Remissions for six years 2,51,099 


Balance 


But the true balance is stated to be no less than Rs. 2,07,579, 










be rectified 


the current year. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that this ex 
fulfilled, and that the work of the settlement officers will be speedily p 
ractical test by the realization of the rents assessed. The next ait e 


with this question, 
to be done. 


and should ‘show precisely what work, if 


4. The returns of rent suits and miscellaneous cases 
for no remarks. ‘The reduction in the files of pending cases is edi 
officers concerned, as well as the favourable result of u 


‘against their decisions. 
have been 


The 
alvelieeld 


namber of civil 


For the six years 1869-75, the 


Rs. 
80,416,448 


30,05,118 
41,835 
‘The Lieutenant: 





Governor observes that as regards no year does the balance stated to’ be in 
arrear atitsclose correspond with that brought forward at the commence- 
ment of the next year, This may be due to the fact, which has been more than 
one® brought to notice, that settlements have been, made with retrospective 
effect. Still the Lieutenant-Governor would wish to have the’ matter made 
clear. What-appyars to bea clerical error as regards the'‘arrear demand” for 
1878-74 (making a discrepancy of Rs. 10,000 in the amount) should also- 


3. In the report for 1873-74, it was stated that Mr. Beckett had his final 
rt on the settlement operations in hand, From the present r ‘it 

that these operations had not been brought to'a termination in the year 
under report, but that it was expected that proceedings would be closed durit 
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of the Commissioner, and more especially looking to the large proportion.of 
such cases which were decided against the State. : 

5. Orders will’ be separately passed in the Revenue Department of this 
office on the management of the zemindarees belonging to the Raja in British 
territory, and no remarks on this subject are now called for. . , 

6, The exactness with which tho demands of the State have been realised 

in the excise department is creditable to the abkaree superintendent, The 
total excise revenue amounted to Rs, 40,092, or Rs. 8,895 in excess of the 
revenue of the previous year. This has been chiefly owing to the increased 
consumption of country spirits, but it has been explained that this is due to the 
influx of about 4,000 coolies from other parts, who were employed in the State 
during the year by the Public Works Department, 
7. The stamp revenue is stated to have amounted to Rs, 1,04,684, giving 
an increase of Rs. 13,645 over the receipts of the previous year. In future 
reports the receipts from general and court-fee stamps should be separately 
shown. The Lieutenant-Governor concurs with the opinion expressed by the 
Mommissioner that, looking to the erroneous practice which appears to have been 
followed of req' g stamp fees on applications and petitions filed before the 
revenue officers in connection with the settlement operations, the financial 
results under the head of stamp revenue are not altogether satisfactory. 

8; Notwithstanding the extraordinary expenditure which was necessary 
on account of the famine relief operations, the financial results of the year 
show an actual deficit of Rs. 89,163 only, against a deficit of Rs, 1,24,827 as 
estimated for; but this result, it is to be observed, was owing to the receipts 
having exceeded the budget estimate by Rs. 60,830, as the estimated expenditure 
was exceeded by Rs. 25,186. Full explanations in regard to. all such differ. 
ences between the estimates and the actuals in the budget should be submitted 
with future reports. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that Mr. Cockorell 
thas by this time been able to satisfy himself of the regularity of the 
accounts of miscellaneous receipts and expenditure—a subject to which the 
attention of the late Commissioner was prominently drawn, but which would 
appear to have not as yet been sufficiently investigated.. The matter should 
be specially noticed in next year’s report. 

9, The Lieutenant-Governor concurs with the Commissioner in thinking that 
the results: of the administration of civil justice have been satisfactory. Although 
there was a large increase in the number of suits instituted during the year, 
the pending file was smaller than at the close of the previous year, and fewer 
decisions were appealed against. ‘The increase in crime, however, is an unsatis- 
factory feature in the report, and has been attributed by the Commissioner toa 
great extent to adecrease in the efficiency of the police. Whe Lieutenant. 
, Governor has already pointed out that this matter requires attention, and more 

especially with a view to the repression of the crime of dacoity. He trusts that 
the Commissioner has by this time taken the steps necessary to increase the police 
foree which, it is reported, was numerically insufficient to disc the duties 
thrown upon it. ‘he general percentage of convictions to acquittals, both in 

+ cognizable and non-cogmizable offences, bas been good, viz. 67 and 66 per cent. 
respectively ; but it-is to be observed that in a very large proportion of the more 
heinous ans the offenders were either undetected or acquitted on trial. 

10. ‘The increase in the operations of the vaccine department is satis- 

ag tr 7h hie ret separ bac is glad to observe that operations are 

now ig By! 






















































atically carried out. In addition to the hospital for the 
treatrnent of the sick from the military and police forces, four dispensaries are 
maintained at the sole cost of the State, two of which were opened out during 
the year under report. ‘he question of increasing the number of these useful 
itutions on the pringiple followed in British territory should engage the 

‘of the local officers. 
_ 11. The total expenditure on public works during the year, was 
Rs. 1,44,589, against Rs. 70,746 in the previousyear. Tho Lieutenant-Governor 
already the great.improvements which have been made in the 
in the State, and has suggested that cross-roads should now 


in borne to the manner in which 
managed the affairs of the State 

























reflects much credit on that. officer. he enlightened progress thus securedis « 


being well maintained by the present incumbent, Major Lewin, with the assist- 
ance of the able Dewan, 


has already, 
. in conclusion, 


in his minute, recogn' 
he would now thank Mr. Cockerell for the report submitted. 


Baboo Kaleka Dass Dutt. The Lieutenant-Goyernor 


jsed the services of subordinate officers, and 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
R. L. MANGLES, 
Offg. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT AND 
REMEMBRANOER OF LEGAL AFFAIRS FOR 1875. 


JUDICIAL 
Calcutta, the 21st February 1876. 


Reap— 
Letter No. 628A, dated the 6th November 1875, from the Board of Revenue, submitting 
the report of the Officiating Superintendent and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs 
on the result of the civil litigation in which Goverument wae engaged during 
the year 1874-75. 
Tux report by the Superintendent and Remembrancer. of Legal Affairs 
on the administration of his department during the past year has, the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor observes, been very fully dealt with by the Board of Revenue. 
Phe remarks recorded on it by the Hon'ble Member have Sir ltichard Temple's 
concurrence. As regards the further points on which information has 
called for by the Board, the Lieutenant-Governor will be glad to receive a 


Board's letter No, 117A, dated oth copy of the Legal Remembrancer’s reply to the 
‘Novembor 1875. ¥ 


him on the subject. 


communication® which has been addressed to 
. 


2, At the same time, with reference to the remarks and orders passed in 


+ Government ordi 
Ast April 1875 


er No, 1845, dated Patagraph 5 of the Resolutiont dated 1st April 


1875, the Lieutenant-Governor regrets to have 


again to notice the large number of instances in all parts of the province, and 
‘Yipperah district, in which Managers of Court of Wards’ 
d Government Pleaders have instituted origina} suits and 
appeals without reference to, or under the advice and sanction of, the Legal 
Remembrancer. From paragraph 13 of the Board’s letter to the Legal Remem- 
brancer, it is observed that the Board have already instituted detailed inquiries 
rds these cases. When these are completed, the Lieutenant-Governor will 


more especially in the 
Estates, Collectors, ant 


as regal 
be glad to 
action W! 


3. 


be furnished with a special report upon the subject, showing the 
hich may have been taken by the Board on the explanations submitted. 


‘The information} given as to the outstanding balances of unrealised 
4 Board's letter to Legal Remembrancer, decrees in fayor of Wards’ Estates is insufficient, 
paragraph 15. 
Governor, that local officers seem to be under insufficient control as to business 
appertaining to Wards’ Estates. The Lioutenant-Gevernor is aware that, . 
under existing arrangements, the Legal Remembrancer cannot devote so much 
of his time to this branch of. his business as is necessary for its proper. disposal. 
His Honor ‘trusts, however, that with the assistance of the Deputy iM 
Remembrancer, whose appointment has now been sanctioned, the Legal 
Remembrancer will be able to exercise an efficient supefvision over the 
proceedings of the local re, 
4, The Lieutenant-Goyernor has observed with pleasure the favorable 


‘Bankoora. 


‘The Colledtor, 24-Pergonnabs. 
Tear eebier: 


so» Dacea. 
Ji The Gort, Pleader, Bhngnlpore. 


» 
” 


° Paint Sart 


and generally, it appears to the Lioutenant- 


officers. 


mention made of the officers mentioned in 
graphs 120§ and 121] of the report, His 
Honor requests that is acknowledgments may 
be conveyed to Mr, O’Kinealy for the ability with 
enh oA Pi epee the duties of his office 
uring the time he was in charge | > office 
of Legal Remembrancer. ah 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor o 
y ies Gor 
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| 
Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Orops. 3 


Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
of Bengat, as reported to Government during the week ending the 19th February 1876. 














Toinfall 
Distriet, and dnte of — jatSudder| Character of the wenther, state and prospects of the erops, and 
No. retorn. [Stationin, state of health at date. ee 
inches. 






























BENGAL. 
Western, Districts, 


(1 Mariwan, Fob 21,*770) il Rain is mach wanted. A.good crop of potatoes in Culaa, Coy of sinllpox 
near Ajudbyn ieee __ 6 


2 [Bankoora, 19, | Nik |Wenthor is somowhat warmer than last wesk, No change in the state and 
prospects of the crops since last report, Health of the district is good 


$ [Becrbhoom, 19, | Ni |Wonthor is sensonable, Tain wanted for tho winter aud spring crops, and for the 
standing crops of indigo, 


4 |Midnapore, 19, | Nils {Weather is getting very hot, Rain would be beneficial, but without it the 
‘ rubles crops ure fair average crops. 
Iiooghly, 1%, on Weather is getting warmor, Sky overcast on the night of the 18th md morning 
:] of the 19th, with slight drizzling on the former date, Sowings of sugarcane, 
onions, and ati dium, are going on. Want of rain retards indigo and sessamum, 
sowings. ‘Transplantation of Zoro dhan is golng on. Pattal, cucumbers, 
and Water-molons, aro doing well still, bat stand-in immediate neod of rain to 
ensure a full harvést. Ploughings of riee Ind obstructed for want of rain. Very 
late amwn on swampy lands is still being gathered. The rubbee harvest is over 
in some places; in others some of the erops, whent and barloy, be 
ripened as yot. A 12 anna crop is expooted. Pressing of sugarcane is going 
on still, Potatoes being dug. Other vegetables falling off, ‘Tanks aro 
very low, Water much in demind both for irigation and drinking purposes. 





Bepnwax Divx. 











Howrah, » 19, ,,| 127 |Wonther—A fall of rain occurred on Friday afternoon and the following’ night, 
‘Tho rain has done good to such: crops us aro on the ground. 





Central Districts. ‘ 


( 6 |24-Pergunnehs,Feb. 21,4776, 270. |Weathor—Colder than last woek since the 19th. Harvesting of amun is over, 
and the eating of winter crops continues, Health of the district in generliy 
good. 


7 |Nuddos, » 19, »| GOL |Weathor—A fow drops of rain foll on the night of the 18th, and tho weather, 

wlich had become very warm, is rather cooler. Indigo is dging protty well, 
‘The harvest is goitig on, the crops are generally poor, but ax there has been no 
loss from insects or blight, tho result will not be greatly below average. 
General health of the district is good. 


8 |Fessore, » 19, «| Nik |Wenther—Bright and clear, ‘Thore was a slight shower on the morning of th 
19th instant, Poas and mustard continue to be gathered. Spring rico seedlings 
| promise well, Rain is generally much wanted. 


Puxeroexcr Divs. 


 |Moorabedabad ,, 19, y| Nil |Weathor in getting warmer, Crops are fiir, Ruddee being reaped. Indigo and 


te ‘unulberry plants thriving, Surgarcane is being pressed. Mustard and Tinsced 
aro being harvested. Pablic health is good. ‘Two cases of cholora roparted 
«| from thane Bhurutpore. 


[10 |Dinagepore, 18, | Nil {Weather is generally fino and getting very warm. High winds are frequent. Tt 

” Gaejled o, Mesie cn the xeraing of {ho 18th faatant, but She rkin rope were 

| scarcely perceptible on tho ground. ‘The prospects of the winter crops are on 

the whole fiir, Mantard “ie boing reaped in places, and tho outturn will be 

about 8 annas. “Ground is being prepared for the bhados rigo, but it will suffor 
iy \ 4 good deal i raindoes not fall in time, 


‘Maldab, , wy | | Nil. [Wenther—High winds havo been provatting daring the last fow days. Tho 
bam eomalaaion at eee rans Jo BED: Wekngr diverted Gh. Tho try. woasber, 
catised a decrease of 3 unnws in tho cutturn expooted from tho rubbee in 
thana Sehibgunge. Indigo is doing favorably. If no rain falls, tho heat, 
whieh ix now daily increasing, will cause damage to the rubber crops, which ure 

toripen in somo parts of the district. Ono death from cholera 


now beginning 

‘in reported to haye occurred during the week, 

. rf, an at prosent no tppsarance of it. The 

fe) pein eh hah , eiecane tenths deuesieeesians 
‘mate than others, Boro dhaw is stil doing pretty well 

reported beyond a very few cases of small-por about 























N6 day, shows rainfall during the seven days immediately 
‘shows rainfall during the soven days immediately preceding. 
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District, and date of 
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Bexinfill 





iat Suiiclery Character of the weather, stnte and prospects of the crops, and 
‘Station in} 


‘state of health at date, 





BENGAL.—(Contd.) 


w. 


19 


(Conta.) 


uu 


16 


Rasseanye Divs —| 


pes 


16 


W 





Coocu Beman Drvw. 


Fa 


Dacca Dive. 





: 
E 
: 
; 


BEHAR. 
{ 20 


Parna Drive. 








Central Districts.— 
(Continued) 


Rungpore, Feb, 18, 
Bogra, » 19, 


Pabma, » 19 


Darjeeling, 19, 


Julpigorée, 19, 


\Cooch Behar, ,, 17, 


Bastern Districts. 


Dacca, Fob, 21,° 76) 


Pureedpore, 19, 


Backergunge, ,, 17, 





‘Mymensingh, ,, 16, 


\ 22 |Tipperab, » 2B, 


Chittagong, 17, 
Noakholly, =, 1%, 
(Chittagong Hin 

‘Tracts, ow 1, 


Hi Tipperab, , 16, 


Patna, Fob, 21,° 76) 


"716 





Mu. 
Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Ni 


on 


o4 
Nil. 


Ni. 


Nik. 
Nil, 


Nil. 


Nil, 


Nil, 


Nil. 


Nal. 


Nil. 






Wenther—Warmer, Tain is much wanted for the wheat crop. At the time 
of writing thort appears a probability of w fall shortly. ‘The other crops ar» 
doing fuirly weil. 


Weather—Fast becoming hot. Very cloudy, and rain threntening. There aro 
very. nnall crops uu the ground. “Sagtreane and te late rade crops teen 
wealthy. +4 


Weather—Foggy mornings, but the days are warm. No rain. ‘The millet 
seedlings are phove the ground, but rain is much wanted, ‘The ehoitalli crops aro 
nearly ripe. Iwo fresh cases of cholera reported ; ovhetwise the general liealth 
of the district is good. 


Weather is growing warmer. Sanshino during the wosk, with high wind. 
Searcely any crops of importance on the ground now. Whatr there are, are 
doing well. Land is being prepared for sowing. 














During the early part of the week there were strong westerly winds, which were 
unumually hot for the time of the year, On Thursday a drop or two of rain 
(not enough to measure) fell, After this it became much colder, and continues 
so. Rain is greatly needed, ‘The tea. gardens in tho Doonrs are suffering much 
from the long dronght, Young plants are dying off. “Tobacco crop will be very 
far under mark this year owing to want of rain. 








[Weather hits become somewbrt hotter, Wind is rising, but no signs of rain 
as yet. ‘Tho prospects of the crop continue to be unfavorable from want 
of rain. General hoalth is good. 


Weather—Cooler. ‘The rain has been general, but slight. State and prospects 
of the crops are good, 


lin the early part of the week wenther was dry, but towards its closo it wat 
fsensonably warmer. On Friday night there was a little rain, whieh anay hure 
been of some benefit to the crops. Moalth of the district is fair. 


Weather—Warm for the sexson. Rain is much wanted. State and prospects of 
tho crops are fair, but injured by want of rain. 













lWenther has hecome very much warmer. Some days the sky was much over- 
‘elonded, but the desired raip: hus not fallen, ‘The bore rice crop will be «sul 
fone, owing to the great want of rain, ‘The mustard crop is also deficient for the 
amie reason. 





Weather—Moist and warm, with southerly wind, cloudy sky. Rain ia mosh 
‘wantod for the spring rice. The cold weather crops are in fair condition, 





|Weather—Warm, with atrong south-west wind ; cloudy, Rain is wanted every 
where, Small-pox is the same as last week. 





|Werther—Daily getting warmer. Wind generally south Mornings fogsy. 
‘Tho Inst thie ays of tho eek were somewhat cloudy. Pulses. chilies, e,, | 

ing, A shower of rain ia much wanted. Chases of sporadic eliolem 
in certain stations, + 








Wenther—Scasonable, High wind from-south-onst this day. ‘Tho hillmen ste 
dusily engaged in cutting jungle for the purpose of jooming. ‘ 


|Wenther—Clopdy and unsottled for the greater part of the week. Nothing par 
ticular to report rogarding the state and prospects of the crops, 


Weather—Cold, with strong west wind, Prospects of erops oro fair, Health 
af too lstsict is geod, 


|Weather—Desidedly warm, with twocooler days at the ond of the wook. Generallr 
high west winds. Rubbee are fait ighout the distriet, hnt hardly © 
be called good. Wheat ‘ad teskey ‘will soon ripea, ie boing oa 
Public health is good. :; i 


Weather—Hot in tho firet part of tho week, Itis now cold, with high wet 
eds athen tarrieact ‘Prosposta ofthe bag 
Unchanged. A fair ‘crop s-axpeoted, eapelaliy swhoro the Boose irlgetion 























ms District, and date of 
si return. 
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Jat Sudldor| 
|Station in| 
inches, 


— — — 








Character of the wenther, atate and prospects of the crops, and 
state of health at date. ve 





BEHAR,—(Conéd.) 


629 parthanss, Feb. 19, "76 


80 |Mozufforpore 


81 |Saran, 


Patxa Divs. — (Contd) 


(gg |Chomparnn, 


3g |[Monghyr,” 





Baaevireus tnvs. 


36 |Porneah, 


ORIgsa, 
( 97 Cuttack, 





Ontesa Dive. 


\ 89 [Bulasore, 


CHOTA NAGPORE. 
South. 





+ 41 [Lohardagga, 


42 /Singbhoom, 


4 (Manbhoom, 








\ 86 [Sonthal Perghs. 


‘estern Frontier 
Agency. 
+ M0) [Hazareebagh, Feb. 18, °76} 


M 


i BL 


Bey 


» WD» 


IS as 


win 


» Bow 





» WD» 


» Bo» 





ML 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil, 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Ni. 


‘Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil, 


Nil, 


‘Nil 


Nil, 


Nil. 


Nil. 


|Weather—Fine and coo},'with strong west wind. ‘Tajpore sub-division—Zedbee 
crops will produce from 6 to 8 annas; on dearahs 12 annas. ‘Thero is no fear 
of scarcity. Mudloobany sub-division—Mustard is being harvested ; rubles crops 
in Binla pergunnah looking well. Indigo lunds ready for next sowing. 
Mangoo troos lowering this year. Prices of food-grain romaiu stationary, Head: 
quarter sub-division—No change in the prospects of the erops for the better, 
Priced remain stationary. Importation is going on ow a large scale, 








Weather is getting warmer. Strong west winds continuo, ‘The sub-divisional 
officer of Hnzeepore estimates that the averngo outtarn of rubleo crops in 
his rub-division will be eight annas. "The Collector mnkes the same estimate 
for rudbee crops in Mozufforpore sub-division. Prices everywhere are very 
low (rice excepted). Seetamarlee’s report is not received. 








|Weathor—Cold and dry, sky cloar, with wost wind provailing. There is nothing 
now to report regarding the state and prospeete of the crops. The rubbee 
crops are fast reaching maturity, and are being harvosted in places. Poppy 
is flowering. Indigo seed is being sown in Welds, in which thoro is sufficient 
moidtnre, but the prospect is generally indifferent. Prices are favorable, 
General health is good. , 


Weather, ‘There has been no rain anywhere throughout the district, though 
tho woather hus been cloudy. ‘The strong west winds of the last fow days 
have somewhnt injured the crops, though they are still promising fairly, and 
may yot yield well if rain falls. 








Weather is fair, with high westerly winds. No change in the prospects of the 
crop since Inst week. On low lands sown early tha eropi aro very 
on high Innds they aro aeanty. ‘The Collector, who has soon most of the 
rubbeo in his district, considers that nearly an average erap will bd reap 
Prices are easy. Sweet potatoes are plentiful, and are selling at 2} maunds 
por rupee. 


Very strong west winds. Rain much needed for tho rubbee, it will soon be 
too Inte to be of any benefit, Condition of the people reported very good 
where except in portious of Soopool sub-division. Generai health is very 














|Wenther—Strong west wind. ‘The pasturage for cattle is drying up. ‘The erops 
in the south are good, but those in,the middle and north of the district are 
poor. Supply of rice in the markets plentiful, and trade with Morung brisk. 





Weather is very dry, but much colder the last two days in Doomka. No chango 
in the prospects of the crops, Rubee is middling all round, 





Weather—Dry nnd hot, exeopt in the early mornings, No change in the state 
and prospects of the crop since last report, Public health is good. 





|Weather—Cloar. Nights slightly cold, and days beginning to be warm. The 
dalua paddy is progressing well, but requires 'n showor of rain, Koolotho pulse 
mustard, and some pulses, are being gathered. Other pulses aro in pod. 
Cotton is progressing. 


Whether is mach warmor, No rainfall. Rico is cheap and plentiful. A fer 
cases of cholera and small-pox, 


|Weather—Seasonable; becoming warm. No change to report regarding the 
state and prospects of the crops. ‘The foot and mouth disease hus broken 
out among the eattlo in the vicinity of Bursa Grand Trunk Road. 





Weather is vory unsettled ; heavy clouds have boon hanging for tho Inst two days, 
but no rain has fullon yet No change in the ptospects of tho crops sinew 
last report, From Palamow the Ass Commissioner reporty that the 
rubbee crops havo suffered much from want of ruin, aud the yield will be 
very small. Genoral health is good. 


Weather—Da} hhot. No sigm of rain 
crops that wail remain, bot raiu is much wanted for the ploog! 
Cholera hy 


‘been roported from the southern parts of the Kolhan. 
Weather—Windy and disagreeable wind from tho w 

















‘The fow crops on the 
‘ground are-reported doing well, Kain, howover, is wanted, and would do the 
country good. 











“© Talogram of the Vist February, received on tho amo day, shows minall dusing the sev 





days immediately preceding. 





_ Published for general information. 


é H. J. 8. Corrox, 
Offa. dr. Secy. to the Govt, uf Bengat 
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QUANTITIES PRE ROPER py 
Wrnat. Banuer. Kice, suer sont. | trex, common, oe 
Ts z e/e |. Ei z 
DISTRICTS, gs g |g 3/2 g\g 5 
bs Ele ze hae |e , eee #\t 
2) Pleslel Piles} §] fife] 8) 2 les) 2] Ff 
> E #) 5) 4 |83)| = £$|2|3 |22] 2 | 3 
2 ele] 8 | 35] 2 Zo) 8 | 2 | 351 8 
; 3 Sei 1% ltel 2] E lds) 2 | €lighs 
g |} S| ss & (e232) & 1/82) 9 | & |) sa] 
i PVP/EPLER| PERL E|E(BLETE 
z élelé ris lela le leis [S's le 
BENGAL, 7 
Western Districts 
ba a"p Us. Oh8, Ohy8, Chis. Ch)8. i ‘Chis, Ch.| 
4 
2) Bardwaw oe ow ww IT om 01s O}16 0 10 oho obs a ig ole 8 
i) ws 13 12 |20 0° 18:19 
9 | Bankoors a 120 01612 |92 8 22 8 2002) to F200}! tw | to af | eee Pr | 
(22 ¥, a7 8 [ge 0, 20 8 
© . | 
3 | Beerbhoom wo (20 0 2 Olle | lo ots off 219 ole ol ols em s ar 
| | chao 
wlan <bean el |. | ownella® Larom oi of | 2 
D 6 
tho! PC 
6 sooemly {i 018 0 no of vo) | 20 020 of 0 2 
100 00 we 
Howran ow sha a! |. | 16 616 Cfs 02 obo DAs v 
Ommtral Districts 
‘Caloutte “ ww /l7 818 B16 6/36 019 018 0/0 4 9 0/8 8/16 816 Bd oO 
| 
6 | 24-Pergunnnie a 1020] .. | hris)s ols of 8 «fis apeiwio} .. |. | 
7 | Nuddes oo 5/16 0 5 1S | ay 417 4/16 6 [20 0/20 O16 O| .., 2 
| 
Fr 
B | Jussore: ad se e ve [1B 13 18 BZ O} ww “ ” He 0 16 © 16 0 23 0 23 0 18 19 
a wo 
9 | Meorsbedatnd “ oe +» 20°O 22 O}19 0] ... 7 7 hao 10013 0 fh O24 O81 OF ., 
n K 
104 Vinagepore owe wee 1B OG O19 Oleg a] .. [ke 4 {19 0/10 Oo je9 oles Olas Off 0] w | we | wm 
11 | Maida . 20 0 0 0/45 0 \50 0/5 0 x2 Bim 0193 0 es 0 2 8 [25 0 l29 0 [9 0 fs 0 
jal 0 18 0 18 12 /20 10 }18 12 je2-8 22 B go 6 
is|annnioe = = fF Yan off Paco of fae meester meta LT 
be 18 18 i 1911 2) 0 js 0s 6 po 44 0 
18 | Rongpore hw 0 |20 offs 0] . ~ | fe aha a] 7 ots ols ols Pag 
14 | Bogen we we a [1018 29 [8 9 = | | [18 8118 elie ole o fe 8 jo 6 Bi H= 
| 
16 | Pobre geP | ial ha aa jee #6 oO] we | » [l2 O]13 0/823 24 06 OM! 2 J. fiw 
3 
[Dado ww wm 80/8 O/T O/B O/B O15 0/5 o GOs OnE Ohd OND o jean 
K . ug Pp 
AT | Sulpigoree wes AL IF DNS 0] « | m [16 0/16 O18 0 fo o fo DPE Of. | mw Jw 
Eastern Disiviots 
18 | Dooce 14 oss olw oh7 og ofis o ” 
a0! dards 1900 {25 0 bs 0 8 olso = 
20 | Backergunge 18 017 0 - 
21 | Mymensingh Hs o} .. | « |. ho oho o 4 
| 





























Ca 


a the intarior the pricos rnnge ap follow Wheat 18 to 23 soer, barley 32 to 38 acre, rie Bout wort 20 to 95-4 sco, rior cominen #2 
‘27 seers, and gram 22 40.80 peers. oo 

In the intone the prices ranse ni tallow Wheat 19 to 22 seers, barley 24 to 40 seers, ries best sort 16 0 23 seats, vice eomimon 24 | 
26 neers raniz0 20 €0 32 woo, anu’ gram 18 102168 seers, peda nf fi 

1m th maith prom anna follow Wheat 201037 mera, re best sort 29-c0 20 seers, rice common 25-8 to 82-8 ser 
fram 22 to $0 goers, . \ 

Im thr inti the price range a follow :—Wheat 18 to 22 sors batly 20 to 82 sear, row hg ort 21 to 12 soar 

uke oa follow :—AWhest 108 to 186 Hareet CRT 

a prices range na J rig 
io 28 scrs, tulrut eld 38-6 vetn great inlles18-5 een loner lata 6 st tania 90 seat 

in the laecor the pices seuge sx tallow "Wat AY tur, tos bat ary 6 esd ooteg seer eomamaneaD 

ers: spe 
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undermentioned Districts of Bengal for the Fortnight ending 14th February 1876. 














THE SEER OF €0 TOLAS, 





Lxeenx Mrcrre— | starip on Ixptan- 















































Mruuer— 
Gearowsn, | Mater Sowa, | NAO ux Peneweeo, Baur. 
i]: f]E A fle 71 
2|g alg 5 g g|2 B/E | pisrmicrs 
$/F 7 [eye ele} sé | Glee ag |e 
el Flies) é]z Fies| 2 | 2 é) ile) 2] 21 ge 
elt atlal Teer 2 | F Es al 2 | 4 a 
: ay ge Biri| ge |s PlHla/ilB 
Fe 3 si, i) 3) Es 3 a 
Pileléls fle [ele £/ 218161214 
BENGAL. 
Western Districts. 
(8, Ch.|S, Ch 8. Ch.(S. ChjS. ChjS. Chi$ ObJS. Chl. chs, ChyS. Chis, Cag. Ch. 8 Ch [S, Ohj8, Chj8, Ch,/S, Ch, 
123 0 [23 0 [20 0 j200 0 200 0 f220 0/9 0| 9 0} 8 8 | Burdwan, 
fone 0 16: 0/35 0 [en 8 [20 0/17 8 [360 0 340 0 480 0 | 812 812) 8 B | Rankoora, 
= 0 040 0 ‘ie 0% 6 4 uo (* 8 » |2000 2300) 8 4 | 8 4/8 4) Beerbhoom. 
1 oy Po 18 0 118 O14 © [180 0 |180 0 |1800 9 oie ols 8 | Midanpor 
i} 120 0° i160 ala 
ey rea er ee { te oof tePha» 0 na 0 200 [0 |» 0) 8 4 | engi 
| 210. 16.8 at 
oon re ea (fecal fal @[s os 8 na 0 90 hwo lo s/o 8/0 0 Howrah, 
heel | 
Central Districts. 
2b 0124 O16 14) .., a wy 25 0 26 0/16 9 21 Oye O18 O Bo 120 1100) 8 O18 O18 0 | Caloutta, , 
é 





lwo 0 ja1 012 6 | 900 toy 0 1200) 9 0/9 0/0 0! 94-Perguonabs, 
20 0 |92 0 |20 0 [i200 200 9.0) 9 2] 0 2/8 10 | Nadder, 





24 0 93 8/18 8 11200 [1200 1600, 8 0] 8 0/8 0 | Jesnore, 


Ig 0 [oz 018 0 [1200 1900 |g00| 8 8/8 8|8 8 | Moorshedabad, 





jet 0 24 013 8 [180.0 [180.0 800/86 4 | 8 0] 7 @ | Dinagepore, 


35 0 40 0 30 0 jee 8 28 O}16 4 lis) 0 1800 2400/8 0] 8 O| 7 B| Maida, ¥ 
[24 6 |26 10 [16 8 

las 0 |a0 o of to | to | to ¢/s20 0 [avo 0 soo] 8 6! 8 5/6 2| Rajsbahye, 
oe io lie 8 
if 


- ps 12 12 [107 6 |1o7 0 1070} 7 8) 7 6) 7 B| Rungpore, 
18 8 19 612 0} 678) 078) 676) 7 6) 7 8/7 B! Boxrn. 
20 4 [20 4 [16 0 [200 0 009000] 9 0) 0 0/8 4 | Padus, 


9 0/9 of 9 oe olge oles 0/8 0] 8 0/8 0 [2000 2000 2000) 6 0) 6 0) 6 O| Derjecling. 





























18 3S B12 0 [100 0 [1600 16)0| 6 & | 8/4 O Iuipigoren, 
Bastorn Districts, 
{nf fe | oe foo fee ote 0 fgo ozo 0 fio | eis} sit|e 8 | dace 











16 Oli6 oli 0 . oe ~ 8B 0) 8 0/8 DO) Fureedpore, 
1 ofa o [1s o frovo poo ovo] s 8] s 818 8 | Backergunge, 
pol td co AA Se oe HR Oe Os eA 612/819 |8 6| Mymensingn. 























T” In the interior the prices range as follow Wheat 16 to 20 seers, rico best Met 11-610 20 seers, rice cornmon 22 to 13-11 seers, Lesser 
‘millet 40 seers, and gram 10 to 16 seors. 
J Ta she intr the ro tgy a ftir —Whoat 8 mer, rice besten to 34 wera rex comon.Y1 to 94 wry, etre 14 
‘soers, maine 20 to 40 seers, and 10 to 18 seers. 
x Jn eat fhe i range sn ‘Wiest 1168 & 19/wery, ion bes wort 18 40 10 ser, se common 15 to 0 sory, and gran 


L ‘ones is ang low —Whest Be iced tier BO wears, ries bent rort 14 to 20 seers, rice common 10 to 22 seerm, 





M aa! eee eee ge rarer ea pean tees "ie ett rh. 1D stot at ssseon 10 t,36 walt 


x sat _prioes range as follow Rice best sort 18 to 20 seers, rice common 19-2 to 23 secra, paddy 96 to 40 sogpy, and. gram. 
0 EEC prices range as follow—Wheat 12 to 13 seers, rice best sort 18 to 20 seer, igo comion 17-12 to 26 seers, and 
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PRICES-CURRENT of Food-grains and Salt in 
—= : 
QUANTITIES PER RUPEE by 
: Boraven Micon 
Warmer, Banus, Rice, mam sont. | fron, comnos, | PUnuen Mizar. 
. | “ eee c ; 
| 2 | EE z |e ae ae 
i | \ Bla £ |e ge | 2/3 
DISTRICTS, 1 dhe Zl Seo) | et ot fey) 2 
[el FBigssle] elses él] 2 fl 2 fa] | 2 les 
| ETE E/E sable] Eger El Ela ELLE 
g -/£/88]) 2] i et) 4] & 12) SE] ek Lea 
¢/2|82) 3) 2/83) 21 $l] a) Pls te 
é B/E |ss) 8) 2 |e) 28 ElEla*|# Ho 
% alals ail is°|e& las Blais lf leis 
Bastar Districts —(Conti,) 8. Chfs. CJS. Chys. Chfs, Ch}s. Uh )S: Ed) z CHIB, CIS. HIS. Ch1s. Chym CIs, COL, Ch 
29 | Chittaxone ojo o} .. a8 ope 016 of os ope o 
18 | Noxkholly Be ea hs ahs oft ole of of of .. | .. 
| 
26 | Tippera www ft Of OF 0 14 O13 GIs 023 of ofa of . |. % 
26 | Chittagong Hin 7 i Si | - ha ole she #ha ona siool . |. | 
Hill Tipperab ia {8 6]8 6/8 8 . | 6 0/4 6 Ad 0 20 Of olga of ... Pa 
BUBAR . 
26 | rave a. «> obs sie ol ot 0 fs ofts 012 8) ofa cis o) w | | 
R 
a7 | Gyn 3 jo pe Be ofa ol 4s Bin aay Bi of 6 peieiea @| .. | .. 
| | 
Yo] stavaine ww ome B09 oft 085 099 BLD OT Oe ois 69 of oo o| W | .. | 
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v | | 
20 | Moruflerpore., ow vw ow 0 82 O14 0 [0 Ol o| .. Bs 012 0/9 0/20 of— ols o) . | 
; | 
a1 | Sarue + moon Bore 8 HE 05 las ofet Oho O20 0/9 ols ols ofa Of wm | ow | om 
89] Chomparue a we owe PhO e2 Old 0 f95 0/95 o| .. [8 0] 8 ofr oferae opie iar of uw | we | ww 
83] Moughyr wmv 25 eB 1/0 9 [86 7 BB 7H Ofie sire slis eho ojos 1\19 9) | we | mw V 
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BM | Binguipore . 0/886 20 818 6 [88 9 37.15 PO BS foo 8/18 16 fel 7 Jes OfoBasieaas} .. | | we 
x 
85 | Pornons 80 pa ojs0 of = | .. fo 020 o [2 0 fs ols oles of . |. | 
80 | Sontha! Herxa pt oho oh) 05 085 0] .. he alts ofts 6 js ole olis ola o| ... boo 
OnISSA. 
a7 | Cuttack — - (ar fer of o he ols ohs ola s {ms lsur6 Sah a 
88 | Fores HB O18 6/218] w |. |. [29 10/28 10 7 1 |99 3 28 14 26 4 
80 | Balasore ola o = BO Oat 010 096 0 bo ope of .. 
CHOTA NAGPOKK, : Fi 
Gouth-Western Brontier agony, if 
: aA | . 
40 | Huserocbogh =. ns BL O89 Of18 0 99 Of O45 Ofis ois 8 to 0 le o\0 8 [0 0 Pa ee 
41 | Lobardugen we tes wf 048 0] 0 ooo oe 0} .. fe oles obs of of ole d mance 
Singbhoom me 8 OAS 0 tg 0 fos ols 0) .. te O14 Ohs ofa ose Ofes—] w | m | 
ols spe s foo 0 
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P- In the interior the prices range as follow —Rice best sort 16 to 20 seers, and 
Q Inthe interior the prices range as 
ees FANE as 





3K In the interior the 


tive 
low +— ities best sort 16-8 to 20 seers, and rice 
What 35 ta 37 scr, barley 0 to 6 ers ic bs ont 3D tery 
‘oaser millots 4 ser, runigy 35-1 to 85 seors, and gram 37-8 to 33-1 

'S In the interior the prices range as follow s--Wheat 92 to 20-8 goers, Larley 34 


45 toore, vive best tort 11 to 14 socrs, ‘rico comaion 2 


28 seb ale 0 Yat grat ule 6 3! try ie Bt 4 td. gat 39 85 
ort 14 to 20 soere, rice common 18 10S) 


Dont sort 11't0 14 seers, rico common 17 


In thointeriot tho prices range us follow Wheat 0 00 23-8 ners, 
1) Bu tin tteir th plo engeel Whent 26 to 37 nr ‘ss se, 
th cen Pango at follom = 0 FT wore, rm 
19 oer, lends tile 1 nots, maian 39 20 40 sory, and grams 30'te 3 
Van hentai we pn age le Wa 30 ay, ane 3) 
BT seers, lesser willet 4-8 to 60 aeons, maize 24 to 46-8 seers, and grea 


CaLouTta, r 
The 22nd February 1876. 


‘maize 30 to 36 seers, 


ba 
‘gram: 
I seers, i 
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undermentioned Districts of Bengal for the fortnight ending 14th February 1876.—(Continued.) 
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THK SEER OF 80 TOLAS. , 
ae Laser Mrzurrs— 
our Meu Marex on Inpran- Suse: orm , 
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7 a ff ge es é gs 
eg Bae Bls Bl: gg G18 | oro, 
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elelec|e}gedecl¢]Sissl el] elses} ¢]elesl el] eles 
£228] 6) )2a]) 2) 2 |fa] § | 2 fe] 2 | 2 |= |i 
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2 a 3 a eae es |i 
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a Eastern Districts—(Contd.) 
* CbJS. ChYS. Ch4S, Ch 8, Ch. ChyS. Ch]. CaS. ChyS. ChJS, ChJS. ChyS, ChyS. ChyS. ChyS. ChJS. Ch), Cd, 
| i ee 16 6 |18 0 Hs 0 [160 O10 1390 0 9 8/9 0] 8 6 | Chittagone. 
W ox a a) ae w [16 0/18 0 [11 8/280 0280 0280 0 8 0/8 0/% 8| Noakbolly. 
| 9 oho 013 of .. He 9 0/9 0/8 8B Tipperah, 
me es = |. |. [evo )240 0260 9 6 10/8 0/610 | Chittagong Hill 
‘Tracta, 
_ 9 6]8 spo o} . | ~ | . |8 o]8 o}7 6] Bil Tipperad, 
* BEHAR, 
w oles ofss of .. |. |. as fer ofer ofse oss 0 a5 0 [160 0 [ts 0 roo of e ofs of 0 lratas, 
87 0 86 8 126 0 32 O 82 0 |20 8 [1000 [140 6 |160 0) 8 oO] 8 0] 7 B\Gyn + 
‘7 0/81 B20 0 35 0 85 0/19 0 36 0 85 0 [19 © 11804 |140 0 |180 O09 O] 8 0/8 © | Sha 
oe ww (20 11/29 10 [80 © 34 0 84 0 20 0 28 9 27 8 ss Oi PSO: ROO ee 76 7 6 | Durbhunga. 
» sw» 40 0/85 0 [29 0 42 0 35 0 96 4/28 0 27 095 0/1400 [1400 140 07 87 B| 7 8 | Mozufforpore, 
o salad gol i) vecied acts aed isle aed ald dicta sas ks 8 8/8 0 | Saran, 
oo ee ae w» [88 0f40 0 40 0 30 8 |e 0 25 oli o a 17 8|7 0 | Chuwparun, 
\eerte een wm | ow |81 6 Bo 4 [ge 2 fai 6 90 & f29 6 |168 0 147 0 4/8 4] 7 8 | Monghyr. 
i 
Jw foe foe |. | ve ] ae 96 22 [90 19 ‘27 2 [30 6 foo @ for 7 [1067 19151 8 sr 8} 8 3) 8 316 3] Bhaguipore, 
| | 
| ar we fom | oe | oe Bt © 2s 08 0 fs 0 [1800 [160 0) 712) 719] 7 19 | Parneah. 
iy es 0} .. [5 0 20 0 |20 0 j20 0 |15 0 [320 0 |320 0 |a20 0} 8 O| 8 0/8 0| onthe Perguae 
nabs. 
ORISSA. 
= ln ofa ofa of .. |... [esas foo 3 fio a1 {o00 «f200 ol200 o)rs 0 fis o hto 10 ldattack. 
1 | 182 6 [98 6 fi 7 |10 Choo O00 O14 7 lik 7 {12 0 | Poors, 
hi sfia o/s 0 tm oie 0299 of 0 4/0 0/8 0 Balun, 











CHOTA NAGPURK, 
jouthe Wastern Frontier Ayenay. 


86 0 (33 o'81 0 |: 0 [30 0 24 0 \4 0 j20 4 hte 0 [240 ols olsao ofr 87 8|7 6 | Hasnreodagh, 
j 
ww» | 8 0f60 0/44 0 [90 0 [90 0 wo o lsh o 26 ofa ofi80 o180 o180 of 7 8742] 7 0| Lohardogge. 











ren eae ay Ve Nes en 8 98, 0 jp 0 |s20 ojag0 oo a6 © |e 0/6 0 | singbboom, 












































| 
a = [e+ © foe 066 ome 0 fa 0 018 6/19 0/28 0 js4o oso @200 v6 0/8 0/7 6 | danbioom. 





Weep ee ftp. Jr. Secy. to the Govt. of ‘Benga. 


‘W > Tu the interior the prices range as follow :—Wheat 20 10.26 seery, barley 8 xotrs, rico best sort 20 to 22 seers, rice common QL to 26 
seers, sourwa 30 to 38 agers, inaize 87 sears, und gram 18 to 24 avers 
X In the terior the prices range ws follow What 22 to 26 ser, vie bewt sort 20 seers, rice common 24 veer, and gram 96 to 


¥ 1a the fi in ro ar halon What 18 ots, rice hast sort 29,to 24 seers, rion common 20 to 80 seors, bulrash millet 40 








Epc ates es ‘seers, and 16 to 80 seers. 
% yh tor the prives range as fc ow: Wheat 20 hers Fo btn hort 108 ser, aid vice cotnman 88 sera. 
AA the prices range as £0 1—Wheat 24 seer, barley 50 to 09 avers, rice beat sot 12 sears, rice common 26-8 seers, lessor 
tats 4 £0 6 sv ani 3-4 48 nso he ats 34 te HO tee, 
BB Ih fateak achpn fon an hae 18 £0.20 soers, Burley 14 secre, rice best sort 18 to 24 seers, rlee common 248 to 82 
‘seers, and gram 101090 scors. 
eee ee, Published for general information. 
arate . H. J. 8. Cortox, 
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—— - vane 
Weekly Report of Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological Reporter's Office. 
— geelfe | ae 
gs | 5 Rarx ynow 167 
6 Boe A January 
Hy Dierarere, Srartons. Beb) ge aS 
E | be ee a 
gs & | Inches. Up to date, 
a | é iisaar etek a 
GA . | 
Tuches | Inches 1876. 
‘Warrmax Dyernicrs 
("} Bordws re Ni Nil Nil | 18th Feb. 
China i] oxi | Nd | Ni | ditto 
Burdwan + 4 | Root-Bood Ni} Ni | Ba | aito | ‘ 
Kanoog ange i Ni Mi Nil ditto 
| Nu Nil Ni ditta 
Bankoora Bankoor } ona | osm | Na | dito : 
Sooree i | 8a xi | ditto 
‘Beeruhoom Hetampore Na | Nil ditto 
3 Roypore ~ Mil Nil ditto: 
5 2 Nil wit | ditto | 
| 
ST atignapore » | age Bit | Mito | Note. ath Jan tooth Fob, 167, 
Contat {Be Palie’s Oe. | Nil Nil | ditto | 
Uf Contal 3 tse, Enge.’s Office | Not ree. Nil | ditto ...| Not ree. 29rd Jan, ta 6tb Reb. 1876, 
Hoogh! « Nil ditto | . 
|] Boosie gate, “] oN ato 
Howrah . ditto 
ol Howrah {] tenet bth Feb, : 
Canrnat Dietuicrt. 
Sangor Island | 12th Feb. . 
Caleutta dio 
isto 
Alipore $9 ae 
Buasogrhat | ditto 
94-Pergunnals oo € | Bavaset | ditto 
Diamond Harbour | ditto 
Barripore | * ditto 
‘Satkhira ditto 
Unrrack por | ditto 
Dum-Dom | ditto ae 
(| Kishnaghiur : ‘tito 
Bongong " m | Lh 
, sod | Melorpore itto - 
|| Nudden | Choentangn : | ditto 
5 "| Kooshtes ml | ditto 
es {| Ramaghat . e ditto 
E Jenrore m= | dittor 
é Harel vs “ ditto 
hoolna ‘ ce aitto 
anid wT Shenila dita 
Bagirbnt 5th Feb, 
U Macoorah D a ath Feb. 
{| Berhampore we] itto 
red Hout. wf ditto 
fh : bal ait i { 
Moorsbedabad 4) Kander : aise 
Jungypore 1 vs ditto 
Laligol is « ditto 
U aaimgunge 2 : ditto 2 
Dinagopore Dinopepore a | Nit ditto 
. Maldah Nil ditto . 
Maldsh www inet | it dito 
ajehatiye ys vw 4 | Bale oa ati 
altered] oy 
q Rungpore Nil . 
g | Rhowanigunge Nil 
B | | tungpore i - Nil 
” Baga Nil 
“ lagdogra i Nil ait 
| Boga a won| Boge 5 S| oM] ox] oa | dite 
wuss vag Puboe | xa] xa | wn] aitte 
cham Siang 7) xa] Nt} wa | dino 
A Dereating su | Darjowting { Teeemap Oftee | Nil | Nil | og | ith , 
4 cin Darjoting {Fogg | S| Ma | S88) dite 
FH xi | 005! ditto 
a Ni | Nil | ditto . 
a Nil O29 | ditto 
Nit Nil ditto. v 
3 Nil| Nil | Gitte 
“wil | Nil | ditts | Not reo, 80th Jan, to sth Bob, 1976 
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r 4 (Ay eae 
* 225 ary vnox 1st 
sf Sasa 
$) Diemer. Seartons. H rH es Reacanxs, 
: $58 Inches. |Up to date.| 
&é EE 
BENG AL.—(Continued.) 
Easrnnx Disrntors. 
‘Tele vb Office 
Dacca {Hospi 
Moonsheagunge 
Manickgunge 
{ Fareadpare 
Fareed pore we Goalundo 
a i Madaripore - 
hl Barrieal 
Backoncanes ny | Remeeperss 
Dowlatkbas: a 
Mymensingh ditto 
ditto 
Kishoragunge ditto 
ce] Ni Nit | ditto 
cimgne * offetimene (Same OMe] S| S| | gis 
Cox's Barer 7 Nil Ni ditto 
$]) cuittgong mit Tract | ongamntee 3 si | wa | Nit | aitto 
Sil yy, ot Nil Na | Nil | ditto 
(ane potty” sit | Ma | Nil | dite 
$ Be Brabmanbari " Nil Nil Nil ditto 
Hill Tippera «| Hill Tipperab fe Na Ni Nil | ditto 
BEMAR. 
Nil | ditto * 
bass Nil | ditts 
Petes Barb m Nil ditto 
Dinepore ef ae i ditto 
Gya aitta 
wa itto 
Gas a ra ditto ...| Not ree, 2nd to sth Jan, 1876, 
Jehanabad Nil ditto 
Arrah oro | aitto 
SS | st | ase 
< Bhabooah ‘Nil ditto: 
5 Monufferpore O09 | ditto 
£] | stonutterpore Nil | ditto 
. {EEE ba | UNF 
Dorbhavge oat | ditto 
Durbbo = ora0 | ditto 
ee { ihe O18 | ditto ,,. | Not rec. 90th Jan, to sth Feb, 1870, 
Chapra & Nil | ditto ... | Not res Srd Jan, to Gth Fob, 1870. 
bias . { Sevan we on | ditto .. Ditto ditto. 
" Jr Nil Nil O37 | ditto 
Canerhese {iene wil | Ni | 050’) dito 
‘Mongh; wa | xa | Na | ditto 
M wn} | Bogen Sera wi | Na | Nil | ditto 
a { Iamooee wil | Ni] Nil | ditto 
Bhagulpore” a} Nit | ditto 
‘7 Mit | om ito. Not ee. ht ath Jun 1878, 
ibagulpore i it | O10 | ditto 
ana AH | SI | itt. Notre, 2d to sth Jan sre. 
Nil | 009 | ditto ‘ 
4 Ri | gis} dito 
Parveat < il to 
> { Nil | os}. ditto 
Rit | ditto 
Bi | Nit | ditto... Not ro. 20th to 22nd Jan, 1876 
Ni | Nit | aitto "| Not rec. 9th to 460 Jan, 1876, 
‘Sonthal Perganabs : 
5 [Not received 20¢d to 20th Jan. 1876. 
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a _- = v 
4240/8 
/ 23g |2 
4 37/6. 
Drerntors. Srarioxt. H FF B Rewanns. 
oes | eae 
’ sac | ge2 
ORISSA. Inches. 1670. 
| o Toleetaph Of Nil 12th Feb, 
Cutest of Heap Nil ditto 
de re Nil ditto 
Cattnok Kendraparah Nil dito 
|| Jugutangpore ‘Nil ditto 
{Trae Point = +i ditto 
; Pooree wi | Ni dito 
gto = of] eons Bi | i ditto 
3 { Balasore. { Exe En Hos roo 
‘Bhuddruek Nil 
Balasore | Jaane Nil 
Soruh Nil : 
Chandbally Mil 
[Cuttack Tributary Mobals| Sumbalpore =... =| Nil Nil Nil 





CHOTA NAGPORE, 





Fuowrime Acxxcr. 









































Jail Nil Nil ditto 
Hazareobagh.. } i, il 
oe { {Dispomsery Nil | Nil | ditto 
Pachumbe Nil | Nit | ditto 
Ranch Nil Nit | ditto, 7 
Hobardagaa... {| Palamow a ee eres 
Singbhoom ... wn | Chyebasaa Nil Nil ditto 
Parolia mo yi Ni | Nit | ditto 
Manbboom a-{] Gorindpore Ri] sa | Sa | ditto 
|A9SAM & ADJACENT) . 
HILLS, 
Sylber vane | Syl Nil Nil Nil | ditto 
(| Seabaangor 19 |Notree.| gran | sth Fob, 
Golaghat on} ditto | Ost) ditto ° 
orohinat om | dito | 140) eitto 
Nawsorah Notree.| ditto | O90) 8th Jan 
Secbraugor Deopanie ditto "| ditto | ogo) ato 
Hattiopootie ditto ditto O18 | ditto 
Maxengab ditto ditto 023 | ditto 
Suntock ito | dite | 0-3 | ditto 
{| Cheridoo ditto | ditto | 048 | ditto 
Bonares ditto: ditto “ rm * 
Akyab wi | Nil Bo | 12th Feb, 
| | 
___H, F, Branrorp, 
, Caucurta, Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
The 19th February 1876. In charge of Meteorological Office, Bengal. 
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Meteorological Telegraphic Report for the period 13th to 16th Feb! 1876. 













































































Beromene, | Berometer| THERMOMETER, 2g Wino, ‘ 
Date, |Hoar.| reduced q Rain. | Clouds, | Wonther 
to 32°, . initials, 
Dey. | Wet. | 5 
Feb, 13th | 10 ox5| 47 | N by W 28 6 
16 ooo} a7 | WNW 73 5 
auth | 10 665 | 43 8 by W 18 6 
16 roo| 36 | 88 W 60 r 
ath | 10 eso | 69 SW oe i 
| i$ me] 8] Se | st : 
isth | 10 726 | 67 E bys BL 5 
4 ie no 4 8 oT o 
Ith | 10 6o8 “ N 66 é 
18 es3| 33 | WNW ey ‘ “ 
1sth | 10 ced CJ NW a6 
16 78| 02 | ssw 23 
ron | 10 wo} 4] Nw oo 
U 16 ss | 25 N 133 
if 1sth | 10 69 68 N 
16 0 | 33] NNW 
Mth | 10 2 a7 sw 
16 a 8 
16th | 10 1 82 ssw 
16 1" | ssw 
16th | 10 69 4 NW 
16 1% ww 8 
ath | 10 08 ot N 
16 70 40 8 
18th | 10 6 82 8 
16 70 a 8 
19th | 10 0 cy x 
t 16 a a7 x 
f 18th | 10 or or N o ” 
16 3 70 Ww 16 o 
ith | 10 ” Bl ESK o4 n 
16 cc) cis wsw 18 6 
16th | 10 08 60 ESE o8 ” 
| 16 Hy cy NE 1 ri 
r 16th | 10 2 66 ssw oe ™ 
16 4 66 NNE 12 o 
1th | 10 4 81 wnw 26 ” 
J uM 70 NE 16 o 
18th | 10 13 70 NW os ” 
16 76 mm N 48 ° 
‘ 1th | 10 u mm NNE a8 g 
rq 1 3 6 NE ro a 
1%th} 10 oo oF NW 3 6 
10 it 66 | Kby N 1 é 
isth | 10 cr) OL ENE 4 4 
16 70 62 Eby N 9 4 
lsth | 10 67 47 x + a 
16 08 8 Roby N 8 o 
ish | 10 63 6 | ESE 3 a 
16 o | 61 SE 6 é 
10h | 10 o | 6] ssE 6 4 
16 69 61 | SE bys ® ‘ 
arih | 10 6 | BT 8 8 + 
16 69 b4 | SE by 8 ub 6 
1sih | 10 08 | 61} 8 Wiys 6 * 
16 70 6 | SEbyE | 10 ie 
if sth | 10 65 38 8 or 6 
18 | a NW a1 4 
uth | 10 @ | Ww 06 4 
6 oO a wsw ao o 
1th | 10 | 44 sw 1a 4 
16 7 | 99 Ww a8 ‘ 
sna] 4 a] wew re : 
a | NNW 33 
Ith} 10 8 48 ENE 10). 6 
7m | #7 | NNE 47 ‘ 
73 66 sw 10 6 
a | | wie to of 
0 
Cer) z +3 ‘ 
8 | NNE 27 D 
cid 70 Ww e1 & 
68 ou E or ‘ 
1m | Ww 63 6 
bod 4 E 20 6 
73 | m| 8S WwW «1 ‘ 
a ” z 18 4 
™ 8 w « o 
| m | wo] Ese 20 6 
73 8 sw os ’ 
a 73 zg od ae iy 
73 70 w vo 6 
oo ca Nw ri 
nm} o w oa 4 

















“Oxwwurrs, 
The 19th February 1876. 


* Velocity of wind in miles per hour, 
Meteorological Keporter to the Godt. of India, 


H. F. Buawroxp, 
In charge of Meteorological Office, Bengat, 
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fauoanvig “if XUNTET z - 
é : 2 ae SEE | 2H ETS Son = set noe 
=] = gael Sete capeeng woe | tee gad MS amptetiay Seety | O88 aanegg Jo ememad Seeemtosy, oon 
g “91g1 SaaREMEg—VIEAOTYD 
e so met 1-9 £74 det. £618 
a 0 Te \a-29 8.0L P2098 
=) 98 ‘Pee 9-19 O77 pLo. 98e 
es aus 89 6.0L (599-68 908.65 | bee 
ee mse SF reo S6F-86 86 ‘6100 
eo wet (6-89 28h ae er 
me met £82 |0.9F ‘868. |¥96. ‘Feet 
es co ToL Bey) Hits 18 ore eat 
5 > uw yee cays 1-68 on 
to ee 16L 1680.08 oO 
e a att TPL |8¥8-28 [090.66 Ot0s | ” 
a BL 08 9.6L Res: eo. 16.38 
FSI cy | set 208 6. /190. 3 
= 89 1st ¢. ese feo. 06 
3 | so ‘bs é lees. ooo. e0.88 
Fe wor + 166. |e. 1st 
4 Fr we loto. 00 
c O98 %. 146. 860. | ‘J 
E 8 08 us ier. | 
| eo ad res $90 bid se 
| | 08 ws 286 196. |140. ie = 
3 "| ga | 99 ed * lees. et0.08 4g of 
E ” 0 mee, oss 2 less. a [- 
| 3 . 80 ee re “ee sil baba ww hits 
. ie! ele = > ' 
: efisjs(slels gels ee De g 
EU ET EVEIEIEIEIF 6 [oma | £ z|E FIF| Ft] 
=] ale |al?| Fl? ey ea | 3 E/s® Bia] # z 
: i fle | i 
a + 3 . 2] ° | i 
g 50 KyKiy sean ao sraye ‘ vAvRMALOON SYED) cavi0g 2 aa a 
z \g aM “ALIGN ‘ulY JO SUNLYUsaWaL | “NOLLVIAVE “‘UaLANOUVI 
= — 
2 . “yodaj-vas aaogn yy6ry 10f gow pup ‘eanjvsaduog sof pooupas 910 vpUp M4jawomDE ay,—'g*Ny 
“8 "Q1BI ToqMODeT Jo yITOU oy} BuLMp “eAAMOTeD “COW TeoHoporo}eM ON} UI Pedrsoer se suoTBaresdO JO yOBNSAY 





i j and Observations of Sky Serenity, 






















































































Bi < Winn, | 
ge 4 = 
fei q i ls 
tone, A Fi | . 

Pexcontare ast # 

Lares Gp i a, i e Berultan. = ts 

Egelalalaldlels ti 

EEE ARAPEAE: god 
Port Biair soos | so | afar! a]. ‘ BAN, 91 E 
Ne 19 796 4| 20} 29] ... 808, 71 ER 
Madras: 30°017 ma jie) a) 3] 1]. 6s N87 E 
‘Viearepatann 037 | 750 |... | 6/69] 24] ii] 6 §2 8,70 E 
tere og | moe |id}a7) 1] 1] 1/44 40.N, 63 W 
False Pont 000 | rs | 26] 25/20] 8| 2] 2 awN UE 
Cottaek ow | m1 [is}is| a] 1] .| 8 93 NI o7 W 
Saugor Inland 083 3s|95| 6| 2] io] 10 “Nis W 
hi os | ova fa lis| 6|..|..| 1 05 Ny as W. 
vases oss | cvs | oa! 4/1] Ol a6 5LN! 18 W 
Burdwan oo | ore |g} 3/4] ..] 1] 2 68 Ni 96 W 
Jessor: 081 OOO | 24) 6) A] if. | @ se 72 .N, 26 W 
Daces 084 O84 | 20/12) 4) 3} o| 11) 18 | at | a 27 -N, 36 W 
Biches oss | 059} 1| 2) 23| 4] 4| 8| 0] 8| 8|. aS OoE 
i ost | os | i] 4/3] 2]..| 2/10/93] 2) or Nia Ww 

Berhampore: * 038 680 | 20/13) 1) 3) 8] 8] 4) 8). g N 
ri ost | oss [2] 2) 7] 2] 1] a} 3fas) “8 N, 8 W 
Patna . 061 Oe Vj.) 2]. | 2] 6] 4s] o] 6 78 8, 89 We 
Monebyr a 050 680 8/ 8) 3] 1] 8] 6) 35] 3) 6 00 8, 88 W 
Parneah vue | 87 | 6| 5) 3 1] ¢}a0/12|..] 0oN, 70 W 
Darjeeling Pies tesane 2] 6) 15] 20] 18117) 20) 7) 6 68 8,10 W 
‘Seobsaugor 30083 ‘586 1]m|}%6) 6) 4f 8) 3) 1) 46 #2N, 808 
Goalpara 068 oe 6) 9)90) 6]. ) | 9). ] 6 50 N, 64 E 
Benares om | os | 6] 5) 6]. ]'3| 6| a] 4|.| oN Ww. 
Roorkee " O77 ee Lie [oe] FT] | 1) 19] | 97 60 N, 61 W 
§ NOTE, 


Barometric Pressure.—Tbe pressures in column 2 of the above table for all stations below 500 
feet are reduced from those given in column 3 of the table on the previous page, by adding the 
weight of a column of air of the temperatures given in column 17, For stations above 400 feet 
clevation the reduetion ie made by Captain Allan Cunningham’s table, “Prof. papers on Indian 
Engineering,"No. CXIIL” ‘The yemperavures at the sea-level are taken from column 3 of the above’ 
ble, 


Temperature. —The vemperatures in column 8 are reduced from those in column 17 on the preceding 
page, by adding 1° Fabr. for every 450 feot. 


Wind Resultant.—The resultant wind direction and its comparative predominance are calculated 
from the whole number of wind observations recorded during the month. ‘The relative predominance 
in the direction of the resultant is given as a percentage of the whole number of observations. The 
Gireotion i computed in the usual way by Lambert’s formula, 


Serenily.—This column gives the average proportion of unclouded sky, a cloudless sky being 
indicated by 10, and one completely overcast by 0, e 


‘The above being all comparable, afford the data for constructing a meteorological chart for the 
. montiy, which shall show the, isvbaric and isothermal lines and the resultanv wind directions, which 
last may be represented by arrows of varying length, proportioned to the prevalence of the wind. 
To these may be added the rainfall from the provious tables. 
. \ 3 H. F, Braxprorp, 
' \ Meteorological Reporter Govt, of India, 
Cavourta, the 19th Pubraary 1876. _In charge Meteorological Office, Bengal. 
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H liom 7 7] | Wom 
g e A 3 p 
- i BiE lel fja| 4 i s { [time Bini 
3 
j Ele] 2/2 i £ 4 
AltlalalaiWia) Wo lglalall 

GG EIEMIB EM lelalall 

Inches.) O | O} O/O0}0)0 {Miles | In, 
5 Bés..| asin | svetr | 900 | eos lapse | ve | ova | ers | om |auy wi8e] a» | Clon. 
roth | “828 | 80-2 | 720 {1875 | 787 | 71-2 | 650 | -66| Variable. vw | Stratoni and clear. 





arch | 704 | 876 | 60-0 |1840] 73 | o79| ora| 09/8 8 W 4] .. € | Clear, 


variable, 


+0 | 60 7 -0| 70) Vari 66 | O41 | 168} .., | Camoloni and % 
ash | eer | 87-0 | 696 1895] 756 | 706 | O70 | -70) Variable, anole and ove; 
fodat 10 7c elt. 
ing at 6s 
ra ed fom 9 oo 
‘aud 0} to 10} 2a, 


toh | 096 | 704] Cos [2970] tLe | eoL | GOL) oo) NANN | ov [1462 | 196) .. | Ovorent, Cieroeumali 


8 to 11 ros 
from 2} to Bh aa. 


got} 980 | B10 | 620 }1848 | 702 | 60-7) ors) 3 |/SWew] .. [1156 ol | Clear, Slightly fe 
SW poy Mele 








ait | ore] ears | ero |seo | m2 | eos | v9 | ss) Swe N | o8 liows| 2... | «| Char and ein, 


















































‘The mean barometer, as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, are derived from 
the twenty-four hourly observations made daring the day. 

The dow-point is computed with the Greenwich constants. ‘The figures in column 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity. ‘The reeciver of the 
lower rain-gauge, is 14 feet,*and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above the level of the 
ground. The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, is registered from noon to noon. 


‘The extreme variation of temperature during the past seven days 

‘The maximum temperature during the past seven days 

‘The maximum temperature during the corresponding period of the past year 
‘The mean humidity during the past seven days 

The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year 


by lower rain-gauge 


‘Yhe total fall of rain from 15th to Qist —«.. { bese hii 





Ditto ditto ditto, average of twenty-two previous years 
Ditto ditto between the Istganuary and the 21st February 
Ditto ditto ditto, of twenty-two previous years 


The 22nd February 1876, In olor the 0 st 
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Gowhatty. 


Riven Buacinvraen. 
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‘Sahebgunge. “Rampore Bauleah. 
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J. B.T. Nicorts, Colonel, n.e., 
Secy, to the Guot. of Bengal, P. W. Department. 
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Genenat Esrantisnment.—No. 56.—The 17th February 1876. 























Statement showing heights over mean sea-level and tow water ‘on Rivers Ganges, Bhagiruthee, and Brahmapootra during the month of January \8T6. 












































J. E.'T. Nicours, Colonel, n.t., 


Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, ». W.' Department, 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations. 





Satirday, the 19tk February 1876.—(Continued.) 
Bresemt: 
His Honor rae Lreurenant-Governor or Beneat, presiding. 
The Hon’ble V. H. Scuatcu, c.s.1., 
The Hon’ble. G. 0. Paut, Acting Advocate- General, 
The Hon’ble H, L. Damrrer, 
The Hon'ble Siz Sruarr Hoge, xx., 
The Hon’ble H..J. Reyxoups, 
The Hon’ble H. Brix, 
'The Hon'ble Banoo Juccapanunp Mooxersex, Rat Banapoor, 
" The Hon'ble Banoo Ramsnunker Sex, Rat Banapoor, 
The Hon'ble T. W. Brooxes, 
The Hon’ble Banoo Krisropas Pat, 
* Phe Hon’ble Nawas Syup Asnonar Aut Dizer June, ©.8.1., 
‘ and 
‘The Hon'ble Moutviz Mzrr Manomep Ati. 


. MOFUSSIL MUNICIPALITIES. 

The How’niz Mr, Dascemr moved that the Bill to amend and consolidate 
the law relating to Municipalities be taken into consideration in order to the 
‘ettlement of its clauses. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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The Hoy’ste rie Apvocare-GrxpraL said * ey i fair : Ed should 
i is princi jection to the Bill. He in the main 
Point on a he a tet ig pranctpal objeotion related to the definition of 
provisions of the Bill, but his print ij L ‘ 0 
the word “holding,” and the use of that word in the Bill, He thought it 
expedient that all the rate-payers should know clearly’ and distinctly on 
what principle they were to be taxed; and it was also necessary that the 
officers of Governnent, who had to impose the tax, should have their duties 
clearly defined; so that-no irritation, annoyance, or hardship’ should “arise, 
and no injury result to the rate-payers. He therefore objected ¢o the definition 
of the term “holding” as given in: the Bill; and if that definition were 
maintained in its present shape, his objection would apply to several sections 
of the Bill. The assessment in Calcutta was made on houses, , lands, 
buildings, premises, &c., on the annual value of which a tax was eyed. 
The assessments in the Mofussil, under the Acts proposed to be abolished, 
were made in a somewhat arbitrary manner, which left to the Commissioners 
a very wide discretion; and yery grave questions had arisen whéther such 
diseretion did or not produce hardship to persons concerned, by the splitting 
up of premises into a great number of holdings. The term “holding” was 
not defined in the present Acts, but from the general scope of the Acts the 
Commissioners were entitled to determine what was to be a holding according 
to the circumstances in each case. The Act gave the Commissioners power to 
do that by implication, and he thought stich a power undesirable. A holding 
was defined in this Bill to include any parcel of land, house, tank, or other 
immoyeable property which had been separately valued for assessment, or in 
respect of which any person had been separately assessed, or which, in the 
opinion of the Commissioners, should be separately assessed, or in respect of 
which, inthe opinion of the Commissioners, any person should be separately 
assessed. That was objectionable. It left it to the Commissioners to say what 
was a holding for the purpose of assessment. Take the caso where a man 
possessed ton buildings comprised in and constituting one manufactory; 
fe might then be rated on ten holdings, and a rate might be assessed on sak 
or lie might possess a large piece of land, and the Commissioners might divide 
it into so many holdings. The Apvocarr-Grnerat ventured to submit that the 
term “holding” should be omitted from, the Bill,—a term the meaning 
of which it was very difficult to define; and that the assessment should be 
made, as in the Calcutta Municipal Act, on houses, buildings, and lands. The 
hon’ble member on his right (Mr. Bell) would bear him out that many questions 
had arisen from this uncertainty in the law, and many complaints had been made 
of the injustice inflicted under the operation of the existing law. 








The Hon’sre Mr. Bert said that to obviate the difficulty that arose from 
the use of the term “holding,” he had suggested an amendment which stood on 
the paper in his name. The difficulty, he thought, would hardly be met in 
the way the learned Advocate-General suggested ; for this reason that two rates 
were contemplated by the Bill—first, a rate on the annual value of houses and 
lands; and eecondly, a tax on persons according to* their property-and_circum- 
stances. It was only in this latter case that the dificulty arose. When an 
assessment was made on a person according to his eircumstances and property, 
tht rate was limited to Rs. 7 a month, and you could not assess if at a 
higher rate. But Rs. 7 a month might be a‘very inadequate assessment 
for large manufactories consisting of 2 number of separate buildings. Under 
the existing law, one holding comprised one set of premises, and it would be 
a case of extreme hardship if the Magistrate should assess each building in 
the premises separately. To obviate the difficulty in cases of this sort, he 
proposed an amendment after Section 80 which would allow. the Magistrate i 
such cases, instead of assessing the owner of*the manufactory personally, 
according to his circumstances, to assess the property according to its ata 
value. fr the Council approved of that suggestion, we should be able to give 
a much more correct definition of the term “holding.” One sholding ought 
to comprise the whole of the houses and buildings in one premises; ad. if 
the consideration of the question was allowed to stand over, we might be 
able, in conjunction with the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill, to frame 


| a more correct definition. 













ai pS A a alt ch LAR cl a pe i atch a aa a 








«SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 1, 1876. 189 











‘The Hoy’stx Mr. Damrrer said that as regards one of the taxes which 
this Bill authorised, it seemed to him immaterial whether you defined a block 
of buildings as one holding or as separate holdings—he meant for the purpose 
of the rate according to the letting value. Such rate was to be paid by 
the owner of the holding, and to him it would be immaterial whether tho 

perty were entered in the assessment books as one item or as several items. 

+ was for convenience only that Mr. Damprer had added the last clause to the 
definition of “holding” to prevent any dispute with the Commissioners as to 
the mode in which they wished to enter the holding in their books for such 
purpose. . 

Then there was the other tax on the occupant, not on the property ; and 
in regard to that he admitted that the difficulty existed. It had not been yet 
met; and if a definition which would meet the difficulty could be drafted, “he 
wolld be glad to accept it. As regards premises occupied for the purpose 
of a manufactory, in which there was a block of houses used for the purpose 
of the manufactory, the amendment proposed by the hon’ble member who had 
last spoken met the difficulty in the same way as Mr. Damrrex had endeavoured 
to meet it in the Bill in the case of Government buildings. Ina town in which 
the assessment on occupants according ta their circumstances and property was 
in force, even in such a town, he had provided that Government holdings 
might berated according to their value, and not according to the circumstances 
of the occupants. In the same way, his hon’ble friend’s amendment proposed 
that blocks of buildings in such towns, used for warehouses and manuiac- 
tories, should be rated according to their value, and not that the occupant 
should be assessed according to his circumstances and property. Thero might, 
however, be other cases which were not met by the proposed amendment, 
and he hoped that by the next meeting some definition of “holding” might 
be hit upon which would provide for such cases. He himself could not see 
his way to any satisfactory definition. To make the assessment, as tho 
learned Adyocate-Gencral proposed, merely on the land and buildings, left 
the whole thing untouched. The difficulty was as to dividing land and 
buildings occupied by one person into different holdings for the purposes of 
assessment. Ls 

The How’ste tHe Apvocare-Genrrat said he merely threw this out as a 
difficulty arising from the way the sections were drafted to meet the purpose of 
taxation, and the difficulty he felt had reference to the uso of the word “holding.” 
‘Where the Government was the occupier, and the tax was to be paid by the 
Government, that system of leaving a discretion was guarded against. If that 
were so, if in the case of the Government it was fair to take the assessment on 
the letting or annual value of the property, it was equally fair, he thought, 
that in ‘the case of a manufactory the same should be done, 

His Honor rae Present said he understood the hon’ble mover of tho Bill 
to say that it was not a question of assessing a whole property, but merely a 
question of sub-dividing it for the purposes of assessment. 

The How’stx Tae-Apyocate-Genera said, if a person had three holdings, 
which were previously assessed separately, he might ie assessed at the rate of 
Rs. 7a month for cach holding. Then, if he bought a parcel of land, and 
he included it in a manufactory, and added it to the old holdings, the old 
holdings would be rated as before. But if he bought a little plot of land and 
included it in a manufactory, the Magistrate might divide it into twenty hold- 
‘ings, and make him pay twenty times Rs. 7 if he chose. 

The How’sie Bayoo Kristopas Pa said he believed it was uot intended by 
this Bill to raise the limit of taxation. The hon’ble mover, in introducing the 
Bill, had observed that the primary object of the Bill was a consolidation 
of the several Municipal Acts. But if a discretion were given to the Municipal 
Commissioners to raise the Lay ae tax, if he might so call it, from a maximum 
of Rs. 7 to say Rs. 50, he would not be surprised that in many places the maxi- 
mum would be imposed and great. oppression would result. He need hardly 
remind the Council that ‘there were many families which had been in « prosper- 
ous condition before, but which were now in decadence; but which neverthe- 
legs dwelt in large houses, their ancestral homes, for which they had a natural 

- partiality ; and if these houses were — at the maximum rate proposed, 
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they would be grievously oppressed. He thought that the suggestion made 
by the learned ‘Advocate- General would meet the cases he had described. 
The Hon’nux Mr. Damprur said he did not distinetly see the force of the sug- 
gestion made. The difficulty appeared to him tobe this. To ei an extreme case, 
i property in the 
municipality were very large. Suppose the municipality was one in which the 
of persons, and not according 
to the letting value of buildings, was in force. How was the limit of Rs, 84 
ayearas the maximum tax on each holding to be applied in such a case? 
Was the entire area of land covered with buildings which the millionaire 
occupied in the municipality (perhaps in more than one block), to be treated 
as one holding only, subject to a maximum tax of Rs. 84 a year? or was it 
to be left optional with the Commissioners to divide it into an unlimited number 
of holdings, for the occupation of each of which he might be assessed up’ to 
Rs. 84 a year? At present he believed that the mode of procedure was 
vague, and depended upon the discretion of the local authorities; any occupant 
might be assessed in respect of his occupation of each separate building, 


take the case of a millionaire, whose circumstances an 


tax according to the circumstances and property 


if that was the view taken by the local authorities. 


The Hon’pte roe Apvocare-Genzrat considered that the remarks made by 
the hon’ble mover did not dispose of the question. As the tax was levied on 
the millionaire as the occupier of a holding, we must have a clear conception 
of what a holding was to be. If the intention was that the millionaire must be 
taxed ata very high rate, then a tax of Rs. 7 on his occupation would be too 
small. ‘That being so, we were called upon to give such a vague definition to the 

that the Commissioners might tax the millionaire at as high a 
rate as they thought proper. He thought such a power capricious and arbitrary. 


word “holding” 


A millionaire, like any other person, should be taxed on some fixed 


and according to rule. It appeared to him that the definition of “holding” 
was objectionable; and as the objection seemed to apply to several portions of 
the Bill, he thought it right to take an early opportunity of letting the hon’ble 
mover know his views upon the subject. He was not prepared at present to 
suggest an amendment ‘of the definition of “holding” or other suitable remedy, 
which would protect a rate-payer against an arbitrary assessffent, which might 


be made if the present definition of “holding” be retained. 


The How’pie Mr. Damrter said the scheme of this tax was none of his own. 
The Bill morely continued the rough mode of assessment which was in force 
throughout the length and breadth of the land, and had been so for the 
last seore of years. At the same time he admitted that this tax, if you came 
to look at it through a microscope, and to test it critically, was absolutel 
indefensible; it was a rough and crude mode of taxation, which on the whole 
was well adapted to the circumstances of the country ; but he should be glad 


to improve upon it if it could be done. 


The Hon’sie rae Apvocare-Generat said, then the chject of his objection 


0 e nte' i le of assessment was 
wholly indefensible. ‘I'he existing law iad led to much inconvenience, and as 


had wholly succeeded. He wanted to point out that the m 


we were now altering the law, why should we not improve it ? 


The How’ste Mr. Bewx said, he thought that separate buildin; 
which constituted one house should be assessed a one pepe He believed 
that was the principle which generally prevailed in the mofussil wherever 
this tax on circumstances was in force. He could bear testimon: 
what fell from the hon’ble member opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal) with regard 
to large family houses being occupied by persons in very reduced circum: 


stances. He had observed this particularly at Santipore, which was a 
town, and contained many very large bull 
tuted a very careful inquiry into the subject. 


many very large houses had been assessed at only one or two rupees a 


t and the reason of that was that the owners of those houses were in red: ; 
circumstances, and not able to pay more. He should be sorry to do anythi 

which would enable the Magistrate to raise assessments to Rs. 50, He dlonebe 

"be. 


that manufactories, and places used bond fide for purposes of trade, 
« 





dings. It struck hi 

had been erisrocaly under-assessed, and, as Magia of ieee ut 
u arefu company with the Commis: 

sioner of the division he went through the town street wr ihe sir found 
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the determination that one holding should include all the buildings occupied 
as one premises. 

The How’ste Mr. Damrrer said that if it was the determination of the 
Council altogether to get rid of this old mode of taxation as too rough and 
unscientific, the Bill must be entirely changed; otherwise, as the word ‘hold. 
ing” was used throughout the Bill merely as representing one item of taxation, 
tever that item might be decided to be, he did not think it was necessary 
jostpone the consideration of the clauses until after the word “holding” 
been precisely defined. ‘ 

fter some further discussion it was determined to postpone the con- 
tion of the question, with the view of considering the objection raised 
use of the word “holding.” 

ection 6 provided that in existing municipalities the taxes now imposed 
continue to be levied until the Commissioners, with the sanction of the 
Government, should otherwise direct. 


The Hoy’ste Bazoo Juccupanuxp Mookersee thought that the order of 
the Commissioners under this section should be made by the Commissioners 

“at a meeting,” and he accordingly moved an amendment to that effect, which 

was agreed to, : : , 

Section 7 provided that the extension of cortain provisions of the Act 

should be made by notification in the Calcutfa Gazette. On the motion of the 

| How’pte Mr. Daxrrer the words ‘and in the manner prescribed in Section 
348,” which was tho section providing for the publication of notices and 
orders, were inserted after the words “ Caleutla Gazette.” 

Section 8 provided that the notification above referred to should define 
the limits of the municipality, and whether the same should be a first or a second 
class municipality. . 3 . 

The Hon’sir Banoo Krtsropas Pat moved the insertion of the following 
proviso at the end of the section :— 

# Provided that no village having a population of less thnn 1,000 souls shall be inchided 
in a first class municipality, and no village having a population of less than. 500 souls shall 
be included in a second class municipality.” 

The reason of the amendment he had stated when he spoke on this Bill 
at the time it was read in Council. Hon’ble members were doubtless aware that 
great complaint prevailed in the mofussil in consequence of the inclusion of 
villages in municipal unions which were not able to bear the burden of municipal 
taxation. There were also outlying villages incorporated with municipalities 
which did not receive any adequate return for the taxes they paid, and the inhabi- 
tants of which were therefore sufferers by the extension of the Act to them. When 
he proposed that no outlying village having a population of lees than 1,000 souls 
should be included in a first’ class- municipality, and no village having a 
population of Jess than 500 souls should be included in a second class muni- 
cipality, he meunt iat such villages were not in a position to bear municipal 
burdens. Bengal consisted chiefly of rural villages; its wants in sanitary 
matters were few: but the machinery for municipal administration required u 
+ large expenditure of money which many of these villages wero not in a position 

to meet. Considering these circumstances, he submitted that the limitation 

proposed ina subsequent section would not obviate the objection he had 
“taken, and he therefore hoped the amendment would be agreed to. 

The Hoy'scx Ma. Damrrer said the Select Committee had, in manipulat- 
ing what stood as Section 13 of the Bill, very much rostricted the powers of 
the local Government as to uniting places adjoining the central town which 

‘the nucleus of a municipality for the purpose of forming a munici- 

pality. They had provided that'no place should be so united whieh lay at a 

distance than one mile from some part of the nycieus, such nucleus being & 

tract which contained at least the minimum number of inhabitants, and at least 

the minimum pressure of tion on area which tho Act preseribed. Further, 

pro that when oe pee not being situated more than one 
nue ? 










be 
assessed according to their letting value, and that the Council should come to 
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the nucleus and the place united to it, those agricultural houses were not to 
‘be liable to taxation ; but it would be possible for the ‘municipality 'to expend 
money for making a road between the united place and the nucleus through 
that maidan, by which the inhabitants of the scattered agricultural houses 
would benofit. "He did not think there was any necessity for the amendment. 
The amendment was that no place should be united with a first or second class 
municipality which had not 1,000 ‘and 500 souls respectively. But suppose the 
case of a lilile row of shops a quarter of a mile outside the town which was the 
nucleus ; supposing there were only 25 of these shops ; they took their things into 
the town und supplied the town, und derived their subsistence from the 
town,—why should not they be included in the municipality because there 
were only a few houses ? . 

The Hon’sir Sir Swarr Hose said he understood that it was agreed. that 
the word “ town” and not the expression “ tract of country” should be used in 
the Bill. He undorstood that a particular town was to be taken as the mucleus 
of a municipality, and then, that all outlying villages might be included with 
it. In the original Bill the limit of distance for the inclusion of such villages was 
a quarter ofa mile. In Committee he agreed to extend the limit to one mile, if 
the hon’ble mover would adopt the suggestion that some town, and not a 
tract of country, should be taken as the central point, with which might be 
included all villages within one mile distance of the town. That idea was not, 
he observed, carried out in the Bill as it now stcod. ; 

The Hon’bin Mr. Dampier said he did not understand that the discussion 
in Select Committee was as to the sybstitution of the word “town” for 
the expression “tract of country.” The definition of “ tract of country” 
was that the area must contain the average pressure of 3,000 inhabitants 
to the square mile and not less than 15,000 inhabitants for a first class muni- 
cipality, and an average pressure of 1,000 inhabitants to» the square mile * 
and not less than 8,000 inhabitants in-all for a Second class municipality, 
whether you call such a place a town or by any other name. Those were 
the conditions which the Bill required, and it was immaterial by what name 
you called a place which fulfilled those conditions: the limitations were the 
two conditions as to the pressure of population to the square mile and the 
number of inhabitants in the place. 


The How’piy Sir Stuart Hoce said the Bill as it now stood was 
extremely indefinite. Every officer who had mofussil experience knew 
that injustice might be done at present by including a number of outlyin; 
villages in a municipality, He felt strongly in this matter, because he fearé 
that in some cases injustice was sometimes done by levying high taxation rom 
a large number of villages for whose benefit but little was ever expended. The 
provisions of the Bill appeared uot to meot the objections he had urged in Com- 
mittee, but rather to increase the evils tg which he objected» He understood 
the hon’ble member was ready to concede the suggestions which Ste Sruarr 
Hoae had made in Committee, and on that understanding he on his part 
had proposed to extend the limit of a quarter of a mile to one mile, 

The Hon’sie Mr. Damprer said, as the Bill originally stood, all places 
which might be situated within a quarter of a mile of some other place included in 
a union might be ineluded in a municipality,und we might thus have had along 
string of villages situated a quarter of a milé from each othe in one municipality, 
‘That the hon’ble member did not approve of; and it was agreed that no place 
should be brought within the limits of a union which was more thm one mile 
from the limits of the nucleus of the municipality, and this was provided in 
the Bill as it now stood. ‘ 

Tho How’nte tur Acting Apvocatr-Generan said it appeared to him that 
what the hou’ble member opposite (Sir Stuart Hogg) meant was this. Sy pose 
you took a distriet that might be thickly populated in one place and dieoly, 
populated in another. By taking the rehiole tract of country you got the 
average of population required by the Bill. The hon’ble member would have 
no objection if that tract of country were a town, or what was known as a town. 
In that case, if you took a mile from the limits of the town, you we ; 
a limit beyond which you could not 2. But he objected to taking {ie 
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of a mile from a “tract of country,” wuse that tract might be composed of one 
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town with a large number of outlying villages making up the number of inhab- 
itants and average number of population required. swe 

His Hoxor tne Prestpenr thought that what the hon’ble member wished 
was to substitute the word “ town” for “ tract of country.” What the hon’ble 
mover of the Bill meant was that a tract of country which fulfilled cortain 
conditions was a town; that was to say, a tract of country which contained 
15,000 or 3,000 inhabitants, and had an average of population to the square 
mile of 1,000 or 500, was a’ town which it would be proper to constitute a 
‘municipality of the first or second class respectively. ‘There would, however, 
be this difficulty, that,some whole districts and parts of others fulfilled those 
conditions as regards density of population. 


The Hon’ste rae Apvocare-Generat observed that the definition would 
be very good if it stood by itself. But the difficulty was that by, this Bill you 
were enabled to add something to the tract of country which would greatly 
enlarge its area, 

‘he further consideration of the section was then postponed. 
Sections 9 to 11 were agreed to. 
Section 12 provided that no tract of country should be declared a munici- 
ality unless ‘‘a majority” of the adult male population were “chiefly ” employed. 
in pursuits other than agricultural; and Section 18 provided that no place “a 
majority” of whose, adult male residents were not “chiefly” engaged in pursuits 
other than agricultural, should be united with a tract of country’ for the purpose 
of forming a municipality. 


The How’pte Banoo Krisropas Pat moved the substitution in these 
seetions of the words “ three-fourths” for “a majority,” and the omission of 
the word “chiefly.” He thought it was very desirable that provision should be 
mafe in the Bill that unless three-fourths of the population of a place-should be 
engaged in agricultural purswits, it should not be included in a municipal 
union. The word “chiefly” limited the sonse in which the provision was 
intended to be understood. Now, it was well known that the people in rural 
villages in that period of the year in which there was no agricultural work 
going on, occasionally erigaged their time in artizan’s work; and having 
regard to that fact, the Magistrate might come to the conclusion that these were 
not agricultural villages, because the people sometimes engaged thomselves in 
other occupations }gand such villages, which proporly speaking were agricultural 
villages, might be included in municipal unions. 

Then, with regard to Section 13, he would move the insertion of the 
following words at the end of the first paragraph: § Provided that no such 

lace shall be so united which is separated by a navigable channel from the 
Jimits of a municipality.” Cases had been brought to notice in which villages, 
or places Separated by a river, had been included in a municipal union. If two 
places separated by a navigable channel were fit to receive the bonefits of 
nun Giga koveraminut, he thought they ought to be treated separately, and a 
separate municipal organization ought to be provided for each. 

‘The How’ste Mr. Damrrer explained that, as had been said before, this part 
of the Bill was a reproduction of Act III of 1864 and Act VI of 1868 of this 
Council. Act III of 1864, the District Municipal Improvement Act, contained no 
limitations as to the number apd class of population ; the Lieutenant-Governor 
could extend the Act to any place he chose. Section 4 of Act VI of 1868, the 
District Towns Act, insisted that at least one-half must be non-agricultural, 
The proposal before the Council was to alter the existing law, which provided a 
minimum of one-half, and extend the limitation to three-fourths. 

The Hoy’sie Mr. Brut did not think the hon’ble member had shown any 
snfficient reason for the amendinents he proposed, and he should therefore vote 
against them. . 

The How’stx tae Apvocatre-Generat observed that the existing law was 
4 kind of rough enactment: as we were now amending and consolidating the 
law, we must be‘ more precise in our legislation. The hon’ble member opposite 
(Sir Stuart Hogg) had shown that the inclusion of these outlying places in 
municipal unions might not always be to their advantage. Seeing tliat the out- 
side yillages might have to bear the burden of taxation without deriving any 


e 











ae 


tok —- SUPPLAltitNi to THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAROH 1, 1876. 
a beeen 


benefit in return, he thought the hon’ble mover of the amendment was perfectly 
right in proposing to enlarge the limit of the non-agricultural element in 

laces which might be united for the purpose of forming municipal unions, 
te did not see that there was any further reason required. 

Tho How’ste Banoo Krisronas Pat, in reply to what had fallen 
from the hon'ble member opposite (Mr. Bell), had only to say that 
the admissions made in the Council that da sufficiently justified the 
amendments he had proposed. It was admitted that the municipal law had 
worked most unjustly, and it was therefore both necessary and meet to relieve 
the agricultural population of the burden of municipal taxation particularly 
when their wants could be sufficient]y met by a few simple sanitary measures, 
which could, he thought, be provided for from the funds raised under the 
Chowkeedaree Act. All officers acquainted with the practical administration of 
municipal matters in mofussil towns and villages wero well aware that great 
complaints prevailed among the peop'e of the agricultural villages on this 
subject ; ana that, he thought, was a suflicient reason that the numerical limit 
us to classes of population to be brought under municipal regulations should 
be extended, and not kept as it stood in the existing law. 

The motion to substitute “three-fourths” for ‘a majority” was then 
agreed to. ‘ 

The motion to omit the word ‘chiefly’ was by leave withdrawn. 

With regard to the motion that no tine should be ‘united which was 
separated by a navigable channel from the limits of a municipality, His Hoyor 
tHe Presmenr observed that the hon’ble member must know that in many 
parts of Bengal Z/a/s were just as numerous as canals were in Venice; the 
hal was the strect and the town was the ghat. 

The How’sre rue Apvocare-Grnenat said that the effect of the amendment 
might be’to give a separate municipal organization to a place which might 
eonyeniently be united to a municipality on the other side of a kAal or narrow 
stream, and the cost to the place so constituted into a separate muhicipality 
would be greater than if it were united to a municipality across the stream. 
Where places were separated by a large navigable river, such as Howrah and 
Calcutta were, they would nover be placed under one municipality. 

‘The motion was then put and negatived., 

The How’stx Me. Damrrer said this was a long Bill, and required a good 
deal of study ; and he should be sorry if hon’ble members *ere entrapped into 
anything of which the effect was not clearly understood by them. When it 
was proposed that three-fourths of the population must be, so to say, non- 
agricultural, before a place could be declared to be a municipality, his reason 
for not more strenuously opposing the amendment was this, that the section 
referred entirely to places which were hereafter to be made municipalities, in 
which neither Act III of 1864 nor Act VI of 1868 were now in force. By 
Section 3 it was declared that every place which was now a municipality 
under Act Il] of 1864, should, until otherwise direeted, bo a dirst class 





municipality, and every place which was ‘now artown under Act VI ot 1868 _ 


should be a second class municipality ; therefore the minimum of three-fourths 
which the Council had imposed would not affect such places as wero now under 
municipal government; it would only be applied when a question came up of 
bringing a place under municipal” government, which was not so already. 
Had it been otherwise, he must have advised the Government to refuse to accept 
the amendment, at any rate until it was ascertained howsexisting munici- 
palities might be affe by it. Possibly it might turn out that many places 
now enjoying municipal government would be thrown back, and lose the 
benefits of it, if the amendment just passed were applied to them, 

The Hoy’niz Banoo Knisropas Pat must thank the hon’ble member for 
pointing out the section which provided for existing muniéipalities. When he 
moved the amendtment in Section 12 his object was.to include also éxisting 
municipalities, : 


The Hon’nie tne Apvocars-Geverat thought thatthe constitution of exist- 





ing ‘municipalities should not be interfered with; if there were any tnnici- 
alien which did not fulfil the conditions of the hon’ble member's amendment, 
they must remain as they were. ‘ Sat Se 
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Section 14 was ed to. Priaytt i an 
ion 15 ‘ided, amongst other things, that not more than “ one-third” 
of 7 nn ies should be persons in the service of the Government. 

The Hov’ptx Banoo Krisropas Pat moved the substitution of “one-fourth ” 
for “one-third.” He thought it would be sufficient for the purposes of 
Government control if one-fourth of the Commissioners were composed of 
officials, particularly as by the Bill the Government, through the Divisional 
Commissioners, would possess sufficient control over the proceedings of the 
Municipal Commissioners. f 

The Hoy’ste Mr. Darter said the Bill already made a concession from 
the existing law. There was nothing in the existing law to restrict the 











Government from appointing any number of official Commissioners it might, 


think fit. He nrust speak plainly here. He had given the proportion of one- 
third with the object of giving the Government a potential influence in cases 
in which it was necessary to exercise it. The object of this Act was to take 
bantlings by the hand, and gradually to bring them up even till they reached 
to that perfection of municipal government which was before them in Calentta. 
He could not sce that it would be safe for the Government in every place 
to which the Act would be applied to deprive itself of the power of putting 
official pressure on the Commissioners in so teaching them how things might. 
bedone. Atany rate in some of the least advanced towns there must be} 
reserved to Government at present a power of despotic interference with the 
Commissioners; therefore the proportion of one-third official Commissioners 
was, he thought, a fair number to allow in such municipalities. 

The Hoy’ste Banoo Kristonas Pau said he must thank the hon’ble 
thover for the frankness with which he had expressed his opinion; and he also 
thought the Government should teach the people, where they were not steong 
enough, to exercise the independent powers of municipal government, But the 
rule under comment would be of universal application ; and places, such as the 
suburbs of Calcutta and Howrah, or Burdwan, or Kishnagur, and other towns 
and places, the people of which were sufficiently advanced in education and 
ideas of self-government—he said that in these places, if the Government so 
wished, it might, to use the words of the hon’ble mover, ‘put on “ official 

ressure” too much by swamping the non-official members of the Commission. 
would therefore suggest that, if necessary, a line of distinction might be 
drawn between first and second class municipalities. In first class municipa- 
lities it might be generally taken for granted that the people weré intelligent 
and advanced, and able to perform the abe assigned to them; but in second 
class municipalities the people might require the assistance of the Government 
in learning the art of municipal government. In making this distinction 
between first and second class municipalities the Government might reserve 
the» right of nominating one-third of the Commissioners for second class 
municipalities and one-fourth for municipalities of the first class. He thought 
such a distinction would be fair and legitimate, and if it would meet the views 


_ of the hon’ble member, he would be prepared to move an amendment to 


that effect. * ‘ 

The How’z.e Mr. Damrmr accepted the proposal. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

Section 16 provided for the election of Commissioners. ; 

The Hon’ste Mr. Bert. moved the introduction of the following words 
at the end of the section :-— 

“But the elective system shall not be introduced into any Municipality unless the 

cortifies that at least one-third of the resident rate-payers have signed a petition 

praying for its introduction.” 

_. He thought. that the Council would agree that it was not desirable to 
extend the ¢lective system to any town where the inhabitants were opposed to 
it, or were not in its fayor, And the object of the amendment was that in 
ase, hefore the elective system was extended to a town, the Government 

what the! wishes of the inhabitants were. The Council would 

claus ing election applied both to first and second 

and many of second das municipalities would be 

it would be impossible to know what the sentiments of the 
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le were, oxceptthrongh the report of the Magistrate. It was not unlikely to 
Spar that a salons ant aaledraiided Magistrate might desire to i 
his term of office by asking the Government to confer the elective franchise 
on the town. The Government would then be on the horns of a dilemma. 
If the Government rejected the application, as they would probably do in most 
cases, on the ground that they were not satisfied that the rate-payers desired 
an elective municipality, the Government would lay themselves open to the 
reproach that in reality they were opposed to the elective system altogether; 
or if they acceded to the Magistrate’s request, they would be forcing the elec- 
tive system on the town in opposition to the wishes of the people. He 
thought it very reasonable to provide that if the people desired the exten- 
sion of the clective system in any place, they should take the trouble of making 
their sentiments: known: if a thing was worth having it was worth asking 
for. On these grounds he asked the Council te support the amendment, 

The Hon’ste Mr. Damrrer said he had no objection to the amendment; 
it was a mere check on the Magistrate. 

His Honor rue Prestpent said he rather thought, in reference to what fell 
from the hon’ble mover of the amendment, that if there was a serious desire 
on the part of the inhabitants for the extension of the elective system to their 
municipality, one-third of the inhabitants would make an application for its 
extension, 

‘The motion was then agreed to. 

Sections 17 to 20 were agreed to. 

Section 21 provided as follows :— 

“The Lieutenant-Governor may, on the recommendations, of the Commissioners; remove, 
any Commissioner appointed or elected under this Act, if such Commissioner shall have 
boon guilty of wisconduct in the discharge of his duties, or of any disgraceful conduct” 

The How’stz Bazoo Krisropas Pat moved the omission of the words 
‘‘shall have been guilty of misconduct in the discharge of ‘his duties, or of any 
disgraceful conduct,” and the substitution of the following :— 


“becomes a bankrupt or insolvent, or is interested otherwise than as a shareholder 
in a Joint-Stock Company in any contract with the Corporation, or shall be sentenced. to, 
imprisonment.” 

‘The section, as it now stood, was very indefinite. It simply provided’that- 
when a Municipal Commissioner should’ be guilty of any misconduct in the 
discharge of his duties, or of any disgraceful ‘conduct, he might be removed. 
What was the meaning of “ misconduct” he did not understand, “ Disgraceful’ 
conduct” was also indefinite. He thougiit that when a person was’sentenced to 
imprisonment he was not worthy ofa seat in the Corporation ; but to give power 
to Government to remove a person on the supposition that he was guilty of! 
some “misconduct” not definitely described, or of “disgraceful conduct” 
equally indefinite, at the discretion of possibly the Magistrate or Commissioner, 
seemed to him a most arbitrary stretch of authority. 

The Hon’stx Mr. Dampier said, in the existing sections of the two Acts 
there was an absolute power of removal without assigning any reason; while 
the Bill restricted the cases in which the Government should be able to remove 
a Commissioner. Objection was made to the power of removing a Commis- 
sioner on the ground that he was guilty of ‘ disgraceful conduct.” He was not 
personally inclined to withdraw this power from the Government, looking to 
the circumstances. Suppose a Commissioner was tually in a state: which 
arp pay him from taking a part in the proceedings of the Commissioners, 
and his conduct became a notorious scandal, surely in such cases there ought to 
be a power of removal. 2 


‘The Hon’pue Sir Sruarr Hoea said he was in favor of retaining the words - 
of the section as they stood, It should certainly be left to the Licutenant- 
Governor to remove a Commissioner who was guilty of “ disgraceful conduct.” 

The How’suz Mr, Bent said he should prefer to leawe the wo: they 
stood in the existing Acts, both of which ea an suntalteeaenas the 
Government as to the removal of a Commissioner, What was ‘disgraceful con- 
duct?” It was wholly indefinite, Besides, a cortain stigma ‘be attached 
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to aman who was removed for disgraceful conduct. He thought it would 
be better therefore to retain the wording of the existing law. 4 
The Hon’six rue Apvocare-Generat thought that the term. ‘disgraceful 
conduct” was not in any way vague or indefinite. It was very difficult in one 
word to define what was disgraceful conduct; it was conduct unbecoming the 
position of a Commissioner. The hon’ble member who had just spoken put his 
suggestion on the grourd that it would be a stigma on a man who was removed. 
for a ieoaesl conduct, but how much more would it be a stigma on a man who 
was removed, it might be, for nothing: if a man were removed for conduct which , 
was known to be disgraceful, he had only himself to blame for it. 

The Hon’stx Banoo Kristopas Pan said he would mention one case which 
occurred not long ago in which a Magistrate actually suspended a Municipal 
Commissioner because he had some difference witlr the District Superintendent 
of Police in a procession, and fougt an appeal was made to the Government, 
no satisfaction was given to him. Banoo eavoas Pax submitted that persons 
with any degree of self-respect would hesitate to accept the office of Municipal 
Commissioner if they were liable to be turned out at the discretion or eaprice of 
the Magistrate; for the Government would necessarily be influenced by the 
opinion of the Magistrate, He admitted that if the Municipal Commissioners at 
ameeting were empowered to consider the conduct of a brother Commissioner 
and make a report, it would obviate the objection he had taken. Then a 
Commissioner whose conduct might be deemed worthy of censure would be tried 
by his peers as it were, and the Government would have ample grounds for 
exercising the authority vested in it by this section; and if the section were so 
amended, he would be willing to withdraw his amendment; for when the 
Commissioners at a meeting condemned the conduct of one of their own body 
there ought to be no ground’of complaint. * 

| The How’ste Mr. Dampier said he was entirely against relieving the 
Government of the responsibility of keeping a person who was unfit to be a 
Commissioner; he would make the Lieutenant-Governor himself answerable 
that no person who was not a proper person to be a Commissioner should be 
continued in the office.  * 

The motion was then negatived. 


The How’stx Binoo Juacapanunp Mooxerser observed that the section 
provided that the removal of a Commissioner was to be on the recommendation of 
the Commissioners. That meant that the Government might remove a Commis- 
sioner on the simple recommendation of the Chairman, who, under the Bill, was 
empowered to exercise all the powers of the Commissioners except those expressly 
dedaoed! to be exercised by the Commissioners “at a meeting.” If a Com- 
missioner ¢ommitted anything like disgraceful conduct, he ought. to be 
judged by his brother Commissiqners; he thought therefore that there could 

uo objection to the insertion of the words ‘at a meeting” after the word 
“Commissioners,” and he would move an amendment to that effect. 

The How’sie Mr. Damerer said he was unable to accept the amendment. 

He thought the ations of a Commissioner should not be brought under discus- 

n by his fellow Commissioners ; and the proposal would impose an invidious 
on the persons who were Commissioners, . 

His Honor tae: Presrpent observed that it was not a proper function to be 


put before the Commissioners in meeting to say that one of their own body 
should be removed ; it was most invidious to give such a power to a corporate 

















ly. 

eee motion was then by leave withdrawn, and the section as it stood was 
to. ‘ 

In Section 22, on the motion of the Hoy’ste Mr. Dawrrer, the words 

sentenced to imy ” were substituted for the words * convicted of aa 
shable with imprisonment.” 

ns 23 to 29 were agreed to. ‘ 
. Section 30 provided that the ‘OCommissioners” should elect their own 
View. “On the motion of the ‘nLv Banoo Juccapanunp Mookgnseu 
ba ‘was-carried restricting the power to the “Commissioners at a 
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Clause 5 of Section 80 provided as follows :— 
« Provi tit eal Chairman of Tas 
_* © Provided also that the present. salaried Vioe~ 0} ay 0 





tinue to hold the office until'he resigns or is removed with the sanction of 
the Lieutenant-Governor.” + tgs tt 
The Howse Banoo Krrsropas Pan moved the substitution of the words 
“ ag aforesaid” for the words “with the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor” 
at the end of the clause. He wished to be informed whether a resolution of 
the Commissioners for the remoyal of such an officer would take efiect ‘ify 
Lieutenaut-Governor withheld his sanction. .In the early part of the sec 
it was provided that the Vice-Chairman might. be removed if the ( 
sioners at 2 meeting voted for his removal. He thought they onght to ha 
power to remove any Vice-Cliairman from office in case of duct. 


The Hon’ste Mr, Damrrer said this section was intro | to 
vested rights, In ono or two cases officers had been appointed as Vice- 
men on the understanding that they would be removeable by the Government 
only and not by the municipal body. He believed there wero only three such 
cases in Bengal; and it was not intended that such officers should -be liable to 
dismissal at the discretion of the Commissioners in the same manner as other 
officers of municipalities might be. : 

‘The motion was then negutived, and the section agreed to, | 

Sections 31 and 32 were agreed to, 1 

Section 33 vested in the Commissioners all roads, bridges, embankments, 
tanks, &c,, within the municipality. Bikes 

The How’stx Bazoo Kersropas Pat moved the insertion of the words “ and 
not being maintained by Government or at the public expense” after the word 
“ property” in line 4." This section, he said, would necessarily impose heavy 
obligations on the municipality if all roads, bridges, and em! s now 
maintained by the Government, or at the public expense, were made over to the 
municipality. He would suggest that works so maintained should not be vested 
in the municipality, It was very desirable that the.burden on the m 
fond should 4 limited as far as possible, otherwise the primary wants of the 
town could not be met: the funds would be in most cases yery small, — 

The motion was agreed to. ‘ tS 

Sections $4 to 89 were agreed to, ; i 

Section 40 declared the mode of executing contracts, eek 

The Hoy’stx Banoo Krisropas Pat moved: Rowen 
“sanctioned by the Commissioners at a meeting, and shall 
words ‘shall be in writing” in the 9th line of the 2nd a 
it was necessary that contracts above a cogtain pee as L 
by tho Commissioners ata meeting. * 7 

The How’sty Mr. Darren was dis; to agree that th of 
coutraots above « certain amount should be made subject to the sanction of the 
Commissioners ata meeting, but he could not consent to the limits as they. 
stood in the section. He did not think that the Bill would work in practice 
the sanction of the Commissioners at a meeting were required for y 
tract of solowan amount as Rs, 800 and Rs, 100, respectively. He cht the 
limit. must be placed at a very much higher amount. As the section it 
required the consent of the Chairman and of at least one oner 
to the execution of such contracts. He thought that would 
eases. If the hon’ble member proposed the introduction of 
quiring such sanetivun to contracts of a larger amount, 
endeavour to meet his views : 3 

- On the motion of the Hoy’sie Banoo Kn 
of contracts referred to in the section wi 
municipality, and Rs, 100 in a secon 
respectively, i 

Sections 41 to 
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eferring to the powers which might be exercised by the Municipal Commis. 
sioners, said :— 


“ Well, though I am, as I have already said, in favour of giving the Corporation as much 
power of telf-government ax may be safely possible, yet I certainly think that there are 
points in which the Government must retain the final authority, ‘These points aro the 
ordering of particular works of publio utility to be executed, the levying or limiting of taxes, 
and the fixing of the strength of the police establishment. So, I submit, it will be necessary 
either to pass some general power compelling the Commissioners to obey any order they may 
receive from the Government, or, if that were thought to be too general—and I do not 
think that so wide a power need he insisted upon— then it would be sufficient to take cortain 
particular pets, tess as those I have mentioned, the great works of publie utility, the taxes, 
and the police, which may bo speciied as the points upon which the Municipal Commis 
sioners must obey the orders they may receive from Government. I should suppose that 
such occasions would be extremely rare when Government would thus interpose.”” 

Following therefore the lines distinctly laid down by His Honor when the 
Bill was re-committed with the view of reconsidering thé constitutional sections 
in the Municipal Bill, the Select Committee, while providing for an_ elective 

stem for Calcutta, provided for the control, as foreshadowed by His Honor the 
ieutenant-Governor, which should be exercised by Government. Since these 
sections had been published, the Oouneil had received memorials from several 
bodies, All these memorials seemed to appreciate an elective system provided 
it was not subject to Government control. He thought therefore it would be 
desirable if the memorials which they had received were referred back to the 
Select Committee, not with the view of re-opening the Bill as settled by’ the 
Council, but simply with the view of considering whether the sections which 
gave to Government the power of control could not be so modified as in a 
measure to meet the objections raised against them in the memorials, He had 
jo doubt that if the Bill was re-committed the Select Committee would be quite 
pared to hear delegates from the various bodies who had memorialized the 
Behera: and if the Justices of the Peace for Calcutta desired to be heard 
and represented by Counsel before the Select Committee, probably there would 
be no objection raised to that. He would now move that the Bill be referred 
back to the Select Conmittee for the purpose of considering the memorials 
which had been received, with the view only to reporting if Sections 21, 22, 
and 58, which provided for the general control of the Government, could be 
modified, having regard to the memorials ‘which had been received. 

The Hon’six Banoo Krisropas Par said he desired to express his satisfaction 
at the course proposed by the hon’ble mover of the Bill. It had been announced 
at the last meeting of the Council that the Bill would be passed into law that 
day, but the hon’ble mover of the Bill had since thought fit to propose a 
re-commitment of the Bill to the Select Committee, and this proceeding, he was 
sure, ‘would be: gratifying to the rate-payers, who were so vitally interested in 
it. In describing to the Council the history of the constitutional clauses of 
the Bill, the hon’ble member had not, he was sorry to say, given all the facts 
connected with it. It was true that His Honor the President had announced 


‘on a.certain day his readiness to concede an elective system to the people of 


Caleutta ; but as the Council were aware, no discussion whatever had ensued 
in the Council upon the statement which was then laid before.it. The mem- 
bers of this Co: had, therefore, had no opportunity to oxpress their Maree 
ipon the principle upon which the elective system was to be conceded to 
tta. ‘The Bill, or rather the statement of His Honor the President, had 
then, at a subsequent meeting, after the business of the Council was over, 
been referred to the Select Committee for consideration. There was thus no 
c ity given to the Council to discuss the principle upon whieh the 

8 was ‘to. bo based. In Select Committee there had been considerable 
ice of opinion. He and his hon'ble friend opposite (Mr. Brookes) con- 
sidered it their duty torecord a dissent, but his hon’ble friend, the mover of 
the Bill, had not been pleasod to refer to it even. He said that the report of 
the Select Committee onthe amended Bill had been presented to the Council, 
e report Ww ’inimous one. They, the minority, had done their 

u the’ mi their opinion that the proposed elective 


ion of f ee in the hands of Government, would 
considered it his 






is duty to state that he still adhered to 
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The three memorials referred to by the hon’ble.member in charge of the 
Bill, it was true, did not object to the principle of the elective system as a 
principle ; but they did object to the powers reserved to the Government— 
powers which, in the opinion of many, would completely neutralize the spirit of 
the proposed constitution. The rate-payers of Calcutta could not but be 
grateful to His Honor the President for the liberal concession he had made in 
announcing that he was willing to give them the privilege of self-government ; 
but they wanted a reality, and the question was whether the Bill, as framed by 
the majority of the Select Committee, gavp a reality. With one voice the rate- 

pers had declared that it was not a reality; that it could not be a reality so 
long as the main spring would be in the hands of Goverfiment, and that it could 
not therefore be looked upon as a boon or a blessing. He fally appreciated the 
position in which the Government was placed in relation to the a ministration 
of municipal matters in the city, It was a foreign Government, and it must 
keep considerable power in its hands for the government of the capital of the 
empire. From its position it must be despotic to a great extent. But the 
question was whether elective institutions and despotism could run in parallel 
lines with each other. If the Government, assuming a despotic position, could 
not give full and complete powers to the rate-payers, the question was whether 
it was worth their while to accept the little measure that was proposed. He did 
not say that the people of Calcutta were not capable of governing themselves. 
Perhaps no other city in India possessed such a loyal population, as this, It 
was true that the population was divided into sections and classes ; but on the 
whole there was such harmony amongst them, there was such a spirit of mutual 
co-operation, and there was such a spirit of dbedience to the law amongst them 
all, that he might say, if the Government had full confidence in them and 
reposed in them the solemn trust of administering the municipal affairs of the 
town, it would not be abused. But of that the Governntent was the best judge? 
The existing system, though not representative in theory, had been te a great 
extent representative in fact. The Government had hitherto selected such 
members of the different sections of the community to be representatives in the 
Corporation as were considered qualified, by their intelligence, position, character, 
and public spirit to take a part in the administration of the affairs of the town; 
and the history of that body, whatever its shortcomings in other respects, 
showed that itsmembers had not been wanting in intelligence or loyalty in the 
discharge of their duties. 











He had said that the Council had no opportunity of discussing the princi- 
ple of the constitutional clauses of the Bill. He might remark that they had the 
strange spectacle of seeing the Bill in the hands of an hon’ble member who was 
himself opposed to its principle. Of course, from his position, it was his duty 
to take charge of the Bill; but that showed that there was at any rate no 
“ community of sentiment and feeling” between His Honor the President and the 
hon’ble member in charge of the Bill in respect of its principle. He could not 
say what the opinion of the other official members of this Council on the Bill 
was; but, as a Government measure, he believed that ‘they considered it their ~ 
duty to support it. Such being the case, he might frankly and humbly say that 
he had not considered it his duty to move amendments at the last sitting of 
the Couneil, when.the Bill was brought up again for consideration. He 
acknowladged with gratitude the patience, courtesy, and attention with which 
the opinions of the non-official members had been listened to both by His 
Honor the ss ae and ie official members of the Council.” But. their 

‘ition was anomalous. ey were a standing minority inthe Council, two- 
inds of the members being paid officers of Geraci tas ee considering that 
the present Bill was a Government measure, it could not be expected that the 
opinions of the non-official members would carry sufficient weight to influence 
the votes of the official members. These being the facts of the case, the non- 
official members gave it up as or am to persist in the ‘amendments which they 
had thought it their duty to put before the Council at the previous sitting. 


His hon’blo friend the mover of the Bill had announced that the Select 
Committee would be asked to consider some of those amendments, the principle 
of the Billremaining of courseas it was. Banoo Krisropas Pa su’ 
if these sections of the Bill were modified in the spirit in which the 
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self-government had been conceded, the outside public would not have much 
to complain of, But he did hope that that nove was not intended for a mere 
tinkering of the Bill—that it was not intended for slight modifications here 
and there, whilst the spirit of the Bill remained as it was. The public had 
cried out for the substance, and he hoped that a mere shadow would not be 
held out to them. 


He had said that the rate-payers ought to feel grateful to the Government 
for conceding the principle of election. But the question really was not 
a question of election or no election, but such a management of the municipal 
affairs of the town as would promote the best interests of the rate-payers, 
consistently with their sentiments, feelings, wishes, and requirements. If that 
object could be secured by election, by all means give it; if by selection, by 
aiiastane have it. But let ‘that priniary object be kept in view, and the 
Council would not go wrong. If they had before them that cardinal con- 
sideration that the good of the town was the object of the Bill, the Council 
could surely find the way to attain that object. 


Much had been said outside of the importance of the elective system 
as proposed in the Bill. Now the very essence of a _representativt 
system was that the representatives of the people should have sufficiene 
power over the executive, but this Bill started with the principle that the 
executive should be appointed by the Government. The Chairman of the 
Commissioners should be the nominee and servant of the Corporation, and 
not in any way the representative of the Government. It was not neces- 
sary for him to say whether, under the existing circumstances of the town, 
the appointment of Chairman should be left to the Commissioners. But he 
did say that the elective system proposed was a very mitigated thing after 
alt, when, in the appointment and dismissal of their chief executive officer, 
the representatives of the people would have no voice whatever, The hon’ble 
mover of the Bill took care at the last sitting of the Council to fetter still more 
the controlling power of the Commissioners as to the removal of the Chairman ; 
for, though two-thirds of the Commissioners might vote for his removal, it 
would still be iri the discretion of the Lieutenant-Governor whether the Chair- 
man should be removed or not. ‘Thus, the chief-executive officer, who should 
be the spokesman of the Commissioners, being appointed without the sanction 
of the Commissioners, and being subject to the control only of the Government 
as to his removal, Bapoo Krisropas Paw was of opinion that there, at any rate, 
the essence of the elective system could not be sufficiently preserved. 


‘Then, the Government had taken power to Sppain one-third of the Muni- 
cipal Commissioners. He did not question the wisdom or the propriety of taking 
this power; but what he thought was this, that the Government was not going 
to concede to the town a thorough and complete elective system. It might 
be said that the Government kept this power lest the Corporation be swamped 
by Hindoos, as was urged by the hon’ble mover of the Bill at a previous. sta; 
the Bill. But Banoo Krisropas Pat had already said that the Hindoos would 
not understand their own interests if they did so. But supposing that the rate- 
ayers did so, the conclusion drawn from that would be that, divided as the 
community of Caleutta was, there was not room for a pure elective system: 
that the city was not ripe for one. But as he had said before, it was not likely 
that the Hindoo rate-payers would so far forget their interests as to swamp the 
Corporation with represontatives of their own community; he could not too 
often t that single-handed they could not work successfully, but that 
united they could do a great deal, 


The prim ohne of ,keeping so shuch power in the hands of the Goyern- 

ment, was stated to be that the Government had an enormous financial interest 

in the municipality of valeutits that it was the largest, creditor of the town; 

and if the Government id not eop power in its own hands for the ray: 

ment of interest and the nt of the loan, its interests might seriously 

suffer, He had pointed Shy ap maintained still, that the law was 
ie eis etre ioe ths protection of the Goyernment interests and those of 
) payment | 
















generally. Ifthe Commissioners did not make due pro- 
of interest and contribution to the sinking fund, the 
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Government might at any time move the High Court to Cae the Commis- 
sioners to make such provision. But even if that were not sufficient, he would 
not object if the Government took power to itself to order the Municipal Com- 
missioners to lay aside a sufficient sum on this account, and even to draw from 
the Bank of Bengal, on behalf of the Commissioners, a ‘sufficient sum for the 
payment of interest on the loans and the formation of a sinking fund. If, 

owever, he might appeal to his own experience in connection with the adminis- 
tration of the municipality in regard to the financial interests of the Govern- 
ment, he might mention one fact, that for the two years of 1873 and 1874 he 
believed the Government had not drawn a single pice for the sinking fund and 
the interest, and the Justices had had to pay up for the two years together, 
because the Government was not sufficiently niindful of its own interests: so 
that the Justices took more care of the interests of the Government than the 
Government itself, 


The same remarks applied to the payee on account of the police. The 
police should certainly be maintained, and the police expenditure must be 
met anyhow. Ifthe present Bill was not sufficiently stringent on that point, 
the power of the Government might be increased and strengthened as much 
as necessary for the due maintenance of the police. But he submitted that 
the law was quite sufficient for that purpose, and he might add that the Justices 
never made a default in the payment of police charges. With the exception of 
these two subjects, he did not see a single point in respect of which the 
Government should have greater power than it possessed under the existing law. 


Anotlier question was the reclamation of bustees, in regard to which it was 
said the lives and health of hundreds and thousands of. the inhabitants were at 
stake; and in respect of that the Council were aware that the Government had 
taken special power. That being the case, where was the necessity for the 
Government to ask for more power ? Where was the necessity for the Govern. 
ment to desire greater power of control than it did possess over the Justices at 
present? The great questions of drainage and water-supply had already been 
settled, and the Justices, or the Commissioners, had only to carry out the details. 
The principles in regard to those works were not open to discussion, The 
question, if it ever arose, simply would be whether the Justices or the Commis- 
sioners should expend five or ten lakhs of rupees a year on drainage, or two 
lakhs or ten lakhs on the water-supply, and so on. But the great principles of 
these works, he had already said, had been settled, and could not be re-opened. 
Were not the Commissioners fit to be entrusted with the settlement of details 
such as these? He knew that sometimes differences had arisen between the Chair- 
man and thoJustices in respect of these details, and on them hung the question 
of taxation. If you spent five or ten lakhs of rupees at once on the drainage 
or the water-supply works, you must raise the house-rate to 8 or perhaps 
10 per cent. and the water-rate likewise, and the Chairman, as the exéeutive ; 
naturally wished that the works should be pushed on as rapidly ax possible, 
whereas the Justices, seeing that the works, if hurried on, could not be done 
satisfactorily, made what they considered reasonable allotments for thi 
purposes. He questioned whether it was necessary that the Government! 
should have a voice in these matters of detail, considering that the hi 
the last twelve years showed that it was not necessry in the interests of the 
town that the Government should have the power of interfering with details. 






But even as regards questions of principle, had the Government. no 
power to interfere? He appealed to the recordd of the municipality for an 
answer. Did not Lord Lawrence, when Governor-General of India, ‘interfere 
when the great question of drainage was under disenssion? Did not Sir Cecil 
Beadon interfere when the question of water-supply was under discussion ? 
Did not Lord Mayo and Sir George Campbell interfere in burdening the 
with a tramway? He 2 ie to the Council with these facts, and ask 
them to consider whether the Government under the existing system had 
sufficient power of interference ornot? And there was no} arith 
Bill which altered the position of the Government in that respect from 
was under the existing law. The Government, oat 5 
ity of the country, had always a right of in ‘ 
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le was at stake, and in that respect the power of the Government could 
Bee i qariiled kylopal legislation, . 


In reference to the question of representative government for tho town, 
there was one point of great importance. Tt might be said that the natives were 
not sufficiently advanced to be trusted with full and complete power. But it 
should be borne in mind that the natives were not the only residentg of the 
town. There was also a large, important, and influential ‘section of the 
European community here. The capital of the empire attracted to itself re- 
presentatives of the most civilized countries of Europe for the purposes of 
trade and commerce. It was true that many of them came there as birds of 
passage, and went away after a few years, assoonas they had feathered their 
nests, But there were many who had an abiding interest in the town, and 
even those who fled away after a few years’ residence felt an interest in the 
municipal administration of the town as long as they dwelt there, He asked 
hon’ble members, who were better acquainted with the European character than 
he was, whether they, who had tasted the sweets of self-government in their own 
countries, would consent to take part in a scheme of self-government in which 
the power of the Government wonld be held in éerrorem over them in everything 
they did or wished to do. , He asked whether they would consent to be members 
of a Corporation in which the Chairman or the Government might treat them as 
puppets ; in which, if they wished to prove useful, they could not find any’scope 
for independence, and in which probably they would consider that. they could 
not work without destroying their own feelings of self-respect. It then came to 
this, that'representatives of the great European communities in Calcutta were 
not likely to act as a part of this machinery of self-government, and then the 
question arose of what nse would it be to the town? He could not too strongly 
impress upon the Council that the Natives of the country had much to learn from 
the Europeans in the art of government and self-government ; that if the people 
of Calcutta had made any progress in the appreciation of the mode of self- 
government, it was because they had been long associated with the representa- 
tives of the advanced civilization of the West in their own town. Education 
had been diffused widely enough through towns in the mofussil; but why was 
it that the people of Calcutta alone were more advanced than other civilized 
towns in this country? It was simply because there was a large European 

opulation residing in it, between whom and the Natives there was frequent 
interchange of ideas. It was, therefore, of the utmost importance that. this 
Bill should be so framed as to induce the representatives of the European com- 
munity to join the Town Corporation, and there to act as the teachers of the 
people, as well as the protectors of their own interests. If, then, the Govern- 
ment thought that it was not prepared to give such a Bill as would place full 
ieee in the hands of the representatives of the people, whether European or 

lative, he would say to them,» “‘ Do not go backward ; if you cannot progress 
forward, do not make a retrograde step.” 


He would conclude by saying that if the Select Committee would consider 

the provisions of the Bill to shh objections had been taken in the several 

memorials in the spirit in which the pune le of the elective system as 

ri principle had been conceded, they would do their work to the satisfaction of 
RPA \ 

One word more and he had done. The hon’ble mover of the Bill had 
atinounced that the Select Committee would be glad to receive delegates from 
the public bodies from whom memorials had been received, and that if the 
Justices wished to be represented by Counsel, the Select Committee fepaa be 
piceaed to hear them. He would make only one suggestion with reference to 

it point. Usually the of Select Committees were not open to 
the public, but as re tatives of the various public bodies were to be 
ea her : as Counsel were to be heard on behalf of the Justices, 
; tho Press would also be admitted. The public were 

e of the Council in reference to this Bill ; 
ttee were thrown open to the public 

give greater satisfaction than if the 
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proceedings of the Committee were held with closed doors. He would there- 
fore propose as an amendment or, if he was not in order, he would move a 
substantive motion, that the meetings of the Select Committee in reference to 
this Bill, should be thrown open to the public and the Reporters of the Press. 


The How’vtx Sin Stuart Hoaa observed that that was a question which 
should be left entirely for the Select Committee to determine. He himself had 
no objection to the proposal. 





The How’nun rue Apvocarr-Generat remarked that, as had just been said 
by the hon’ble mover of the Bill, delegates from public bodies would be 
admitted to the sitting of the Select Committee. But he should not personally 
object to the admission of Reporters of the Press. 


His Honor THe Prestpenr said he thought that matter could not be made 
the subject of a substantive motion in the Council. He quite agreed with the 
hon’blé mover of the Bill in thinking that the question of the admission of 
the public to the sittings of the Select Committee should be left to the decision 
of the Committee. , ra 


The How’stx Mr, Bett said that, before the question was put from the 
Chair, he should like to make one or two observations on what he conceived to 
be the present position of this Bill, He had listened with great attention, ay he 
always listened with very great attention, to what had fallen from the ,hon’ble 
member opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal), und he was sure that the Council 
would agree with him that they derived great advantage from the hon’ble 
member's opinion on all questions which were brouglit before them for discus- 
sion. But, though he had listened to the hon’ble member to-day with much® 
attention, he could not very clearly make out whother the hon’ble member 
was in favor of the elective system or not. He understood, however, thet he 
was in favor of an elective system, provided no restrictions were placed on the 
actions of the representatives of the public—at least, no such restrictions as 
would cause independent men to refuse to accept office. Now, he thoaght that 
it would be as well that they should consider for a moment what theso sup- 
posed restrictions were. There existed, as it appeared to him, a good deal of 
misapprehension on the subject. When the matter came to be examined, it 
would be found that the control of the Government would be extremely limited. 
First of all, there was the municipal debt; and no one, he thought, would deny 
that before this debt was transferred to a new body, it was the duty of the 
Council to see that some means were provided for securing the payment of the 
interest and sinking fund of the debt. This debt was held partly by Govern- 
ment, and partly by debenture holders. It must be remembered that, when 
Government had advanced this money to the municipality, the municipality: 
consisted of members appointed by itself. No sectrity was taken from the muni- 
cipality when the money was advanced, and no terms were imposed in regard to - 
the re-payment of the loan. He spoke under correction of the hon’ble member ” 
opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal) if he was wrong. The hon’ble member had 
stated upon a previous occasion that the loans were a first charge upon the muni- 
oe fund. It might be so, but Mr. Bex. had not been able to find the section 
which provided for it. ‘At any rate, debenture holders, to judge from the form 
of the debentures given at the end of the Bill, had only a promise that the 
money should be made payable to bearer. Now, both the Goyernment and 
the debenture holders might tev been very ready to lend their mone} Bos 
these terms when all the members of the municipality were ap inte by 
Government; but, certainly, i did not follow that they would have ‘been 
ready to part with their money to a body who were not appointed by the — 
Government, but by the rate-payers themselves. . Therefore, he thought that 
the first point to be considered was with xeferenve to the debt, and he was _ 
convinced that the unanimous opinion of the Council would be that, before 
they handed over this debt to a new body, they were bound to provide s 

antee for the payment of the interest and the sinking fund of the « 

‘he hon’ble member had. ¢ that this might be don 
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would give the hon’ble member's suggestion their best attention, The sugges- 
tion, at any rate, admitted that, in respect of the debt, it was necessary to 
place the new body of Commissioners under some sort of control. 


There was another point on which he held a strong opinion, and which 
was not provided for in the Bill as drafted in Committee, and that was in 
regard to the drainage works. They all knew that a large amount of money 
had been spent upon the drainage works, and they also knew that there was a 
considerable body of people who were opposed to those works. Now, he 
thought the Council ought to make it obligatory upon the new body to carry 
out to completion these drainage works, upon which so much money had been 
expended. He did not propose that the Government should have an arbitrary 
power to force the Commissioners to spend so much this year, and so much the 
next year, in carrying out these works; all that was necessary was that it 
should be made obligatory on the Commissioners to spend a certain sum every 

ear for this purpose, and it was for the Select Committee to consider how this 
end could be best attained. 


The third point was with regard to the police. The hon’ble member, 
whilst acknowledging that it ought to be obligatory on the new body to 
provide funds for defraying the expenditure on account of police, stated, 
if Mr, Bent utderstood him rightly, that he would not object to give the 
Government power to impose a rate on the city to defray the expenditure 
of the police, if the Municipal Commissioners themselves refused to impose the 
police rate. Now, if the hon’ble member was prepared to give the Government 
this power, Mx. Bet conceived that it was all that the Government could 


require, 


There merely now remained the question of the conservancy of the town, 
and he was very pleased to hear the hon’ble member opposite say that that he 
thought the Government had a right to interfere in this respect in the interests of 
the Public, and for the prevention of disease. It would be necessary, therefore, 
to provide int the Bill, in case the new body should not carry out satisfactory 
conservancy arrangements, some means for compelling them’ to do so, and he 
was quite sure the Council would agree with him that in a city like Caleutta 
it was of the most vital importance that we should have proper and suitable 
conservaney arrangements. If conservancy arrangements Were necessary in a 
country like England, surely they must be doubly necessary in a town like 
Caleutta, where the spread of disease was so rapid and its results so fatal. He 
would also mention that this power of interference for the abatement of sick- 
ness and disease was a Hick which was constantly exercised by the Govern- 
ment at'home. He had only that morning received a letter by the mail which 
gave an account of the manner in which his native town had been completely 
overhauled by Government engineers, who had been sent down to inspect it. 
There had been a great deal of sickness in the town, and the local officers had 
failed to carry out proper conservancy arrangements, and the Government sent 
down one of the engincers of the Government Board of Health, and compelled 
the local authorities to carry out such works as were necessary to’ place the 
town in a proper state of sanitation. 


He had now gone through all the points upon which it was proposed that 
some control hon be exercised over the new body of Commissioners; and, 
4s fat as he could see, the hon’ble member opposite agreed with him on nearly 
every point. ‘The hon’ble member admitted that they must have some power 
Uf enforcing the payment of the interest and sinking fund of the debt. He 
also that it was equally incumbent on the Commissioners to provide 
funds for the police, and he was. willing to allow the Government to impose 
Pin rate, if the Commissioners refused to impose it. He also agreed, if 
‘Baut understood him Hahtly, ‘that they should provide some means for 
rthe cdwplotion of the drai works throughout the’ town. The 
uestion, therefore, that ‘was the manner and extent to which 
it were to interfere, in ease the new body neglected to 
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individually concerned, that he should approach these matters in Select Com. 
mittee with the single and simple desire to promote the good of the town, 
He, for one, should be sorry to see any system of municipal government forced 
‘on the town, to which honorable and independent men could reasonably object 
to belong. He was sure that it would be the wish of every member of the 
Couneil, while giving effect tothe measure which had been proposed by 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, merely to provide such safeguards and 
guarantees as should ensure that the new body of elected Commissioners 
should faithfully discharge the obligations which the law imposed upon them. 


‘Tre How's. tHe Apyocate-Generat said that as this matter was about to 
be referred to the Select Committee, he did not think it necessary to take up 
the. time of the Council by making many remarks on the subject under 
discussion ; he would merely point out that the objectionable clauses as. the: 
were called, might be divided into two classes. In those cases in which 
a sum certain was required to be expended, he thought giving control to the 
Government in the manner proposed, namely, to compel the Municipal Com- 
missioners to spend that sum certain was after all reserving to the Government 
no very serious control, because he assumed that every honorable body would 
be prepared to raise a particular amount of money which had been assigned or 
devoted by it to a particular purpose. He therefore ventured to assert that as 
far as the control related to that class of cases in which a sum certain had. been 
arrived at for the purpose of maintaining or accomplishing a particular object, 
the result would be the same whether these clauses did or did not exist. 


The other class of cases comprised those in which there might possibly arise 
adifference of opinion between the Chairman and those who were supposed to: 
represent the Government on the one side and the elected Municipal Goin. 
sioners on the other. ‘These were cases in which he thought that the control 
which was intended to be imposed might be deemed objectionable. These 
eases, as far as he could make out looking into the Billitself, referred to matters 
of conservancy and drainage, and he could not help thinking that when these 
subjects came to be considered by the Select Committee, it would be possible to 
bring some of the cases ranging under the second class under the first. For in- 
stance, if a sum certain was agreed to be expended for drainage, or if it was provid. 
ed that the municipality should be obliged to spend not lessthana certain sum 
of money on drainage, he apprehended thatthe particular case referred to would 
fall under the first class, and the control of the Government would not be a very 
serious matter. Therefore, looking at the matter earefully and not merely glane- 
ing at the surface, it would seem that the apparent force of the objections which 
had been made was either Yost or partly incorrectly directed. With reference 
to the residuum of cases, namely, in those few cases in which there might 
be a possible conflict of opinion between the Chairman and the Commissioners, 
the matter might be left to the Select Committee to which this Bill was about 
to be referred. He would not anticipate what might be done, as if had been 
agreed that the matter should be fully gone into, and all suggestions duly 
considered by a Select Committee. He could not for one single moment believe 
that the Government desired to arm itself with arbitrary powers, and he felt 
certain that even if such powers were given to the Goyernment, they would 
be used in a reasonable, prudent, and honorable manner. But if the-publie at 

desired that they should not rest satisfied with mere assurances, and 
believed it to be expedient that certain restrictions should be placed 
the alleged arbitrary power of the Government, he thought that the Gok 
ment would be prepared to eee the imposition of fair and proper restrictions. 
Tf any restrictions could be fairly proposed, one would assume that the Select 
Committee would give due weight to such proposals. f 


Jt was announced by the Hon’ble President in i 
it was not intended to, adopt. an elective system which, 
independent one; because it was believed that at. the 
elective system such a course was not Asusable, _ It was 
to begin with a lage subject to some control. That, proposition - 
enunciated, e President, and to, that extent ran A r 
thought His Honor was pledged by. the ant met 


Sa 











His Honor had moreover shown an anxious and sincere desire that the objections 
which had been made to the Bill should be carefully considered, and so fur as 
the Government. could modify that which appeared “ objectionable, that modifi- 
cation should be made. But neither His Honor nor the Select Committee 
could hold out the hope that these clauses should be altogether expunged, 
because that would be altogether resiling from the proposition under which the 
elective system had originated. Eyen if the Government could promise to give 
up all control, it was very doubtful whether, having regard to the mixed classes 
of persons or inhabitants, consisting of various sections of society and various 
races, it, would be possible in giving up that control, to reconcile the different 
views of the various sections of the community. ‘here were sections belonging 
to the Western side of the world who might have very different ideas as to what 
was the proper form of drainage, and as to what were proper conservancy 
measures, from those who always lived in this country. Having regard then 
to the diversity of the population to which the hon’ble member opposite 
(Baboo Kristodas Pal) had referred—and to which he had referred in ‘that 
kindly spirit in which he always did when he had occasion to refer 
to various members of the community,—rxe ApvocaTn-GeneraL thought 
that the resigning of all control by the Government in municipal affairs 
would be unfair to the community at large taken as a whole. Moreover, he 
thought it would be surrendering that primary duty which the hon’ble 
member opposite was obliged to admit raed with the Local Government. He 
took it a8 a primary duty of the Government to see to the health, comfort, 
and safety of the inhabitants of the town. That primary duty was in 
the first instance assigned to three Municipal Commissioners; then when 
those duties became more onerous, the number was extended, and the Caleutta 
Justices were appointed. Now another scheme had been formed involving the 
introduction of an element of a different and novel character into the 
municipality, namely, the election of representatives to a certain extent by the 
nite-payers in lieu of the nominees of Government, He ‘stated that the fact 
of the assignment of certain duties by the Government toa corporate body 
did not of itself relieve the Government of the responsibility of requiring that 
such duties should be properly performed, and it was only in that spirit and 
in that, sense that the Government desired to have a proper control, and in order 
that it might not resile from the performance of duties in which the public 
at large were interested. He believed thatif the question under consideration 
were looked at in a frank and calm manuer—in the manner in which it should 
be approached—it would be found absolutely necessary in a town like'this, com- 
posed as it was, to haye some control yested in tho Government; but whether 
that control should be given in an apparently arbitrary form or should be 
limited, was a question which might well be considered by the Select 
Committee, : 


The hon’ble member seemed to admit that the Government had an 
inherent power of supervising and controlling the affairs of the municipa- 
lity. If that were so, he did not see what possible objection could , be 
made, to expressing and* affirming in precise terms the inherent powers 
whieh were supposed to exist. He was about to be nominated a mem- 
ber.of the Select. Committec, and he should certainly endeavor, in conjunc- 
tion with the gentlemen who would be associated with him, to do his best 
to assist in modifying the sections objected to. Of course it was not necessary 
that he should anticipate all the arguments that might be brought forward. But 
it had been said that the point to be reached, the object to be attained by 
these two sections, could be effected by means of a writ of mandamus. He 
thought that those who reflected upon this subject would find that a mandamus 
inthis country might be a, Shes protracted and expensive proceeding. A manda- 
usin England was a.much shorter remedy. Here the proceeding by manda- 
“aps. commenced. with a plaint to. which a written statement by way of defence 
might -put in, and Far ings he issues would have to be raised, and the 
case | 
an 





ight. be 
de by. a si m whose decisi eal lay to a Division 
a, cat en ae 
apps the Privy Council. He therefore thought that those who 
medy by mandamus would do well to consider whether 


‘ 





he 
















] 
| 





212 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA ZRTTE, 








ee 





the Ge reamieraaden of the two countries were similar, and whether there was 
any analogy between them. ia 


The object that would be secured by a mandamus would be that the judg. 
ment of an independent mind would be brought to bear upon disputed facts 
between particular sections of the Corporation. It might be said that the deci- 
sion of the Government would not be that of an independent mind. He thought, 
however, that the sections might be framed so as to establish some mode of 
enquiry which would secure some degree of independence of action, His prin- 
cipal object in addressing ‘the Council was to show that the clauses objected to 
might clearly be split up into two classes,—one comprised cases in which it was 
obligatory to pay a sum certain, such as the money fixed for the police budget, 
and whether those clauses existed or not it would make no difference in the 
manner in which the municipality would be managed with reference to the 
obligation to pay a certain sum of money. He believed that every hon’ble body 
of gentlemen on agreeing to pay a certain sum of money for a particular pur- 
pose, would proceed toraise thatsum. The other of course was ‘a more difficult 

juestion. Questions of opinion were always more difficult, and men of every 

lescription were naturally impatient of having their opinions controverted ; 
and when they had done their best to form a good opinion on any subject, it 
was very painful and galling to them to have that opinion controverted in what 
might be considered an unfair manner. If, then, there was some modification 
of these sections which might remove from the minds of those who took office 
under the new system, the possibility of the opinions arrived at by the body of 
the Municipal Commissioners being controverted in an arbitrary manner, he 
thought all persons would be satisfied to give the Government some power of con- 
trol in lieu of the protracted, dilatory, and expensive procedure by mandamus. 
‘The Local Government should have some means of remedying evils which might 
arise, and he thought that it would be almost hopeless to expect the Govern-, 
ment to give up or surrender their powers of control, which, he submitted, was 
one of the primary duties cast upon the Government of the country. 


His Honor tae Presrpenr said,— Before putting the motion, I have one 
or two remarks to make. Kut after whut has fallen from the hon’ble mover of 
the Bill, as well as from the hon’ble members on the right (Mr. Bell and the 
Advocate-General), I need say very little except to express my entire concur- 
rence with the remarks which have fallen from the hon’ble members mentioned. 
It is perfectly true, as has been stated by all those three hon’ble members, that 
I never promised to give the Calcutta community an elective system without 
Government control, and on the 27th November last, I promised an elective 
system, on condition of a certain limited Government control. The words 
which fell from me are on record. ‘Thoy were once quoted by me, and they 
have been quoted again to-day, and I need not repeat them. 


The hon’ble member on the left (Baboo Kristodas Pal) probably did not 
intend to imply that he, and those who thought with him, had had no oppor- 
tunity of fully stating their views in respect to'Government control in this 
Council. But still it might possibly be so understood, from some of his remarks, 
that he, and these who thought with him, had not had that full opportunity. 
I need only remind the Council that on the 25th of January the Select 
Committee made a somewhat elaborate report, to which was appended an 
equally elaborate dissent by the hon’ble member, and another hon’ble member 
ois held the same opinions with him. That dissent was fully laid before 
the Council, and amongst other things it specially referred to the subject 
of Government control. Well, four days kthacrieart on the 29th January, 
the whole subject of the Bill, including the details of the proposed elective 
system, and especially the Government control, was amongst many other 
greatly debated in this Council; and on referrmg to the record of the debates 
on that occasion, I find at.least two speeches by the hon’ble member on this 
very subject—one speech in particular on the manner in whieh orders were te 
be conveyed from the Government to the Munici ae and a second speech on 
the manner in which funds were to be compulsorily raised im the earrying 
out of those orders, So I think the whole Gea were witnesses to the 
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ity was afforded in this Council for a full hearin 


fact that, full opportuni 
Pylon of the views of’ any hon’ble member who dissente 


from the, ere of Government control. Again the subject of the Bill 


was brought up for debate on the 19th February, and I prosume there 
was nothing to prevent any hon’ble member to make any general 
observations on the subject of the elective system and the Government 
control, if he thought fit. And I. might add ‘that when the proposals of 
the 27th November were referred to the Select Committee, it was done 
by a vote of the whole Council, and I think there was nothing to pre- 
yent any member from making general observations on that subject on that 
occasion if he chose. But be that ‘as it may, I hope we shall permitted 
to understand that in the somewhat elaborate speech which the hon’ble member 
delivered to-day, he has stated his views fully to the Council on this important 
subject, namely the elective system and the subject of Government control. 


There is one remark I must, perhaps, make in reference to the speech 
delivered by the hon’ble member to-day, which is that he states that the 
principal subjects-of future municipal improvement had been already settled 
and decided in such a manner that they cannot be altered executively by 
the conduct of any corporation that maybe appointed. I cannot share his 
opinion on that subject. Ithink that without Government control it is very 
conceivable that these mutters might be very considerably altered. | But sup- 
posing he is right—and I hope he is right—and these matters haye been 
settled, then I would remark that these are the very matters to which the 
Government control refers. And if they are settled so that they are not 
likely to be disturbed, then what real objection can he have to power being 
vested in the Government to prevent the chance of their being disturbed. 


Lastly, I am anxious to mention one particular circumstance which may 
not be entirely known, From remarks which are sometimes made within the 
walls of the Council, it may be supposed that these controlling clauses were 
invented for this particular occasion. Now, would hon’ble members be surprised 
to hear that they are taken verbatim from the Acts which have been passed for 
Madras and Bombay? It might possibly be thought that the circumstances of 
Madras.differ considerably from those of Uulcutta, and that the Madras analogy 
would not apply to Calcutta, But how about Bombay ? Now Bombay is at least as 
large as Calcutta; its population is I believe greater than that’ of Calcutta, 

is at least as public-spirited and as well educated, and at least as well suited 
for self-government. And yet it isa fact that a recent law has been passed 
by the seca legislature in that Presidency, which allows an elective system 
under Government control quite as strict as, if not stricter than that which is 

sed in this Bill, and that enactment having retently received the assent, 
of the Governor-General, and passed into law, is now in full working order in 
that Presidency. 


With these remarks, then, I desire only to add my cordial concurrence in 
the motion proposed by the hon’ble mover, to the effect that three particular 
sections of the Bill—Sections 21, 22, and 58—bo again referred to the Select 
Committee for report. I have particular satisfaction in voting for that motion, 
because, after considering the memorials which have been presented to us on 
this subject, and particularly after haying had the advantage of hearing 
verbally what has been stated to mo by two influential deputations from 
different sections of the community who have been good enough to meet 
me, I say that I for one do believe that these three sections do admit 
of very considerable oy My And I say that, if the matter shall 
be again considered @ Select Committee, ‘such improvements may be 
effected for the consideration of the Council. But beyond that, I desire to 
express my entire coneurrence with what has fallen from the learned Advocate- 
General, to the effect that though it may be possible to modify the provisions for 
¢ control, and in some degree to meet the wishes of the memorialists 

Soa esteoaee it is impossible to abandon Government control altogether, 





é system at all.” 
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After some conversation— 
- His Honor tue Prestpenr stated that the deliberations of the Select Com- 


2 mee would be confined to the three sections of the Bill which were specifi- 
y 


mentioned in the motion of reference. 

The motion was then putand agreed to, and the Hon'ble the Advocate- 
General, the Hon’ble Mr. Dampier, and the Hon’ble Mr. Bell were added to 
the Select Committee. 


SETTLEMENT OF RENT DISPUTES. 


Ow the motion of the Hon’pty Mr. Damrur, the Hon'ble Mr. ip the 
Hon’ble Baboo Ramshunker Sen, and the Hon’ble Meer Mahomed ‘Ali were 
added to the Select Committee on the Bill to provide for the Cn of 
disputes regarding rent, and to prevent agrarian disturbances. 


[ Zo be continued. ) 
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RAI DHUNPUT SING BAHADOOR'S DONATION FOR THE STUDY 
OF THE PRACTICAL SCIENCES. 





GENERAL DEPARTMENT.—EDUCATION No, 547, 


Calcutta, the 26th February 1876. 
Reap again— 

The Kesolution recorded by the Government of Bengal in, the. General (Hdneation) 
Department, No, 279, dated Ist February 1876, regarding Rai Luchmiput Sing 
Bahadoor’s donation for promoting the study of the practical sciences, 

Read also— 

‘The undermentioned papers rolating to an offer of Rs. 1,500 per annum by Rai Dhunput 
Sing Bahadoor for founding a scholurship, 

Letter from the Commissioner, Presidency Division, No, 11M, dated Srd Decombor 
1876, and enclosure. ‘ 

Letter to Commissioner, Presid y Division, No. 8574, dated 18th December 1875, 

Letter from-Comm: ner, Presidevey Division, No. 18ME, dated 8th February 1876, 

In December last, the Commissioner of the Presidency Division eommu- 
nicated to Government the liberal offer of Rai Dhunpit Sing Bahadoor to give 
an annual sum ¢f Rs. 1,500 for founding a scholarship in the name of His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, as a memorial of the visit of His Royal 
Highness to India. 

2. It was proposed that a scholarship of the monthly value of Rs. 125 
should be held by students for the purpose of prosecuting their studies, and 
should be made tenable for three years at a time; the conditions and subjects 
of examination to be settled hereafter, 

8. The donor has now expressed a wish that the money should be devoted 
to the proposed Institution in Calcutta for the encouragement of the study of 
the practtcal sciences, r 
* 4, The Lieutenant-Governor accepts the offer of the annual subscription 
of Rs. 1,500, and the Commissioner of the Presidency Division will be requested 
to convey to Rai Dhunput Sing Bahadoor the thanks of the Lieutenant- 
Governor for. his liberality. 

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


J. A. BOURDILLON, 
Acting Asst, Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, t 























RAI DHUNPUT SINGH BAHADOOR'S OFFER TO CONSTRUCT A LIGHT 
BRANCH RAILWAY FROM RANAGHAT TO BHUGWANGOLAH. 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.—RAILWAY. 


Calcutta, the 28th February 1876. 

: . RESOLUTION, 

*Reap— ” 

A letter from the Commissioner of the Presidency Division, No 4).-G. dated 9th 
February 1876, regarding proposals for the construction of light lines of railways 
in his division. 

Tue proposal of a branch railway line, commencing at the Station of 
Ranaghat on the’ Eastern Bengal Railway opposite Santipore, thence running 
northwards to Kishnaghur, Berhampore, and Moorshedabad, and passing on to 
Bhugwangolah on the Ganges, has for a long time been under consideration. 
At Moorshedabad the line would be connected by a ferry across the Bhagiruthee 
with the Nulhatee Branch, which joins the East Indian line. At Bhugwangolah 
it would touch the Gangés nearly opposite to the confluence of the Mahanuddy, 
which would bring down traffic from North Bengal. ‘The line would be in 
accordance with the ordinary current of traffic to and from Calcutta, 

a Lieutenant-Goyernor is now glad to be able to say that one of the 
miemeiee bankers and traders of the Moorshedabad district, » gentleman 
ws ; ‘ 
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who has*distinguished himself by his enterprise on other occasions, and by his 
liberality during the late famine, Rai Dhunput Singh, Bahadoor, has come 
forward with an offer to construct this railway at his own expense. Without 
deciding at this moment whether the offer could be accepted, the Lieutenant- 
Governor considers that the fact of such an offer being made is highly credit- 
able to the Rai Bahadoor, and worthy of the high position which he deservedly 
holds, It is very desirable that native capitaliets should bé encouraged to 
come forward, whether singly or in unison, to aid in the construction of 
light branch railways in Bengal. 

‘The Commissioner is requested to conyey to Rai Dhunput Singh, Bahadoor, 
an expression of the Lioutenant-Governor’s ‘approbation of the public-spirited 
conduct above described, and to submit, in communication with Captain 
Rathborne, who is now on special duty in connection with the extension of 
State Branch Railways, a detailed scheme for giving effect to the. arrange- 
ments contemplated. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
J. E. T. NICOLLS, Colonel, R. £., 
. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
in the P. W. Dept. 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Orops. 


Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the different Distriet ' 
of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the 26th Trebruany 1876. 




















Rainfall 
District, and date of —|atSudder Charncter of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, 
No. return ‘Station in tat balbadees eee 
‘mehes. 
BENGAL. 
Western Dintriots ‘ . 


1 |Burdwan, Feb. 28,76, O-44 [Rainfall at Culna °09, and elsowhore nil, Rain badly wanted. Cholera reported 
if in Burdwan, Caina,‘und Jebanabad, ; ae 


2 [Bankoora, 26, | Nil, |Weather—Threntoned, Rain on tho 23rd. The winter crops are generally bei 
+ | harvested. ‘The outturn is ubove the average, A fow deaths from eholen. 
have been reportod. : 
























EI 8 [Becrbhouw, — » 26, y*| Nil |Weathor—Seasonable. No change in the state and prospects of tho erops to 
report. 
4 
a1 
F | 4 |Midmapore, —, 26, | Nil |Weather is growing hot. Rain is wanted, but no immediate prospect of it, 
E 
E| 6 lHooghly, , 26, » | ‘1 |Weather—Seammable. Sowings of sugarcane und jali dhan aro still going on; 
& on the | potots, watermelons, aud such Tike plants, are in Hower. - Want of ralt ia very 
hath Feb.| ‘much felt.  Rubbee crops arw being ent, and pressing of sugarcane is going on. 
Potatoes being dug up. Vegetables are fulling off, 
 |Howrah, —_, 96, | Nil. [Wenther—Pine. No change in the stute and prospects of the crops. 


Central Dintricts. 


f 6 |24-Porgunnahs,Feb. 28,776] Nil, |Wenther—Sensonable. Reuping of winter crops, which aro good, is continued. 
Public health in fair. 











E| 7 |Noddes, » 26, ,,| 009 |Wenther—Slight: showors are reported from nearly all tho subdivisions. The 
6 weather bus changed nguin, and become cooler, though the «un is gaining powor, 
e! Tho harvest is progressing, and the outturn will bo a little below average. The 
Fie health of the people is good. 

2] 8 |temore, » 26, | 088 |Weather—Varinble. ‘There was x shower on the night of tho 24th instant. 
i ‘The apring rice seedlings promise well. ‘The ground for the varly rive is being 


Ploughed, bat the cultivators want moro rain, 


\ 9 |Moorsbedabad ,, 26, ,,| Nil, |Wenther—Getting warmer. Cropsage fair, ‘Transplantation of Zoro dhan is over, 
. ‘Lands are being prepared for the ‘tous dian, Arhur and mustard are being 

reaped, Prospects of kugareane, malberry, and indigo are fair, A fow casos of 
cholera are reported from Moorabedabad and Bhurutpore. 


10 |Dinagepore, ,, 25, .,| Nil. [Wenther—Fino, Getting warm, No change in the state and prospects of the 
crops siuce lost wook. ares 


» | Nil |Woather—Bright, with exception of Thursday morni 
rain, however, fell. ‘Two annas of the rxbbee crops in than Kal and 
one ‘anna in’ thana Khurbah have been destroyed by the dry weather. The 
- prospeets of the oro crops are good. One death from cholerw occurred during 
the week. 





11 /Maldab, » which was cloudy, No 








12 |Rajshabye, —,, 26, | Nil. |Weather—There has been no rain during the week. No change in the state of 
the crops since last report. Kain is very much required, Pablic health in 


‘good. 


19 |Rungpore, —,,-25, 4, | Nil. |Westher—Cooler, probably from offegt of rain falling elsewhere. No rain in thit 
istrict, Some of the rubbee crops have been damaged from continued drought. 





Ragemanes Drew. 


14 [Bogra, » %, ,,| Nil |Woathor—Fair. Gradually getting warm. State and prospects of the crops 
are good, 


26, 0-01 |Weather—Mornings foggy. Days clear and fine. Rain is much wanted for the 

spring crops, the prospects of which are now not good. 

16 [Daxjeclipg, 25, » | Nik |Weathor—Mild. Sunshine during tho weok. No crops of importance are on the 
ground. Land is being prepared for sowing 


17 |sulpigoree, | Ni |Thorweather hos been com and pleasant. Rain in greatly needed. Sowing of 
* kowni now commences, and a vain falls the erop must be a failure, This 
‘erop is a valuable one, as the towar clnssey in tho south of the district greatly 
‘support themselves on it for the two or three months before the bhadoi crop 

‘A rather sharp outbreak of cholera is reported north of the stations, 
and between Titalya and Silligoree ; twenty-three deaths are said to have occurred. 
‘The prolonged drought is suid by the oldest inhabitants to be quite exceptional, 


reather—During the weck an wopleasant west wind blow nearly every day. The, 
Mere oc hes teene ese wars There were also a few Grope of tain on. the F 
18th. The ‘of the tobacco crop havo not improved owing to want of i 
rain, Fields are being ploughed for hidirco (a species of aous dban) sowing. 

‘The prospects of cheena and kaon (millet) are also unfavorable. 
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af abo Sou Pokey, ronived on these day, shows rainfall during the even dayy immediately preceding. 
‘t Report of to 28% sebroary received onthe mane day, sows rainfall dusing he vven days immediatly receding. 
“ ’ i 
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oe = Sl 
Rainfall 2 
Distriet, and date of — |at Sudder| Charactor of the wonther, state and prospects of the erops, and 
i return. [Station in| state of health at date. 
inches, i. 
* d 
7 
BENGAL.—( Contd.) 
. Bastern Diatricty, | 
(18 |Dacen, Feb, 28, 082 [Heavy rain on Wodnestay all over the district ; heaviest to east Crops are 
| vory favorable. 
. ot ales . 
19 |Fureedpore, yy » | Nil Wenther—Cool and loudy. Drizaling rain on the ovoning of Wednosday. Stato 
* | of the rublee crops is the same as reported last week. ‘Frealth ‘of the district 
fs fair, 
ra | : 
E| 20 |Buckergunge, » 24 | O74 |All is well, 
g | 21 |Mymensingh, , 25, y | Nil. |Weather—Thore were a fow drops of rnin on the 18th aud 24th. On the 24th 
ai there was 4 strong easterly wind. The,westher was considerably colder than 
last week, Rain i# much wanted for the preparation of \aous lands, and also to 
save the bore rice now on the ground. 
H "7 
r 22 |Tippernb, 1 5) | 78 |Woather—Siightly warmer thin last week, A few showors of rain, ‘The spring 
rive will be much benofitted by the lute rain. . 
{ 28 |Chittagong cee, |Retarn’ not received. 
24 |Noukholly, 2%) | O81 Weather—Unsottied, ‘The first threo days of the weck were cloudy, but the 
e next throe days were fair and cool. ‘There wns slight pain on the might of the 
E QBrd. Wind is variable, but generally north-west. ‘Pulses, chillies, linseed, 
6 fond sessamum ure progressing favorably, Strong eases of cholera ‘reported 
2 from Naichera, 
al 
| 2 lowistazong nin 
E! ‘Practs, + 22, 4, | Nik |[Wenther—Vory cold nt night during the latter part of the woek, Jungle ix 
a : being cleared for jooming, 
8 





| 968 |Weather—Cioudy sand unsottled. ‘The rain on tho night of Friday (19th) 
| cooled the air for a day or two, but a strong and hot north-west wind has now 
iD net in, which looks like the begianing of the hot weather. Rain is mach, 
, needed for ploughing operations 
| 








~ 


Hill Tippernh, 4 28, 5 











BEHAR. 


Nil. [No rain as yet, though there now appeurs to be a chance of some, Tht comes, 
the Collector ix afraid it would be too late to do snuch good, and would do 
considerable damage to the spring crops now being harvested. ' A good doal of 
| small-pox in the Barh sub-division, und sporadic eases of cholera vhrough: 
| oat the district, 


26 |Patna, Feb, 











Seasonnble; t ther cooler than last week. Westorly winds ns bofore 
State and prospeets of the erops aro much the same ns before, uote crops 
are very fair ow the whole, but the poppy is raid to have suifured somewhat 
| from the extremely dry winds, Public health is excellent. 





87 |Gya, » 26, | Nil, [Weather 








' 98 |Shahubad, yy 25,» | Nil, {Weathor—Cold, with strong westerly wind. Redbee crops still promine well 
Peas and moveoor pulses are being harvested, Opium is being collected. 


Durthanga, 26, | Nil. |Wenther—Wind changesblo, with grent variation of tempetature, No signs of 

rain. Prospects of crops ns previously reported. ‘The rubdee, whorever it. bis 
germinated, does uot appear to buve suffered much from want of moister 
‘The mustard crop is being ent, and other erops will follow. Importatious of 
: grain to Mudhoobunnee continue; the price of rice in that subdivision his 
risen slightly, while that of Indian-corn has fallen, 


s 





Parsa Dive. 


[Weather is getting warm, West wind still prevails, In Hi aub-division 
tobacco und ruévee erops are being eut in some places. In Mozufterpore sa 
Aivigion prospects are unchanged. In Sitgmarhee sub-divieign there is nothing 
new to report, oxcept that the peice of maisa hes ecmaWhat Maan, aud tanks 2 
some places have been dry. 


80 |Mozutterpore 26, 






81 (Saran, wy 2%) 4 | Nit |Weather—Cold and dry: Sky clear, with strong west wind. Progpecte ofthe 

i zn | ‘erops remain anehanged. ‘The rudbee cropa are being harvested ; a fair 

} tum fs oxpeoted. Indigo is boing sown, but the prospect is indifferent. 

giao rind in a, Satie Ap Sin clsens Sah Been aera is 
¢ | | flowering, and in places the pods are being tapped. General healtiv' 

















fe 82 (Cham, . 4 25. | Nil. | Wetithier—Strong west wind Blowing: Night con), and middle of rather | 
bg ‘iowa w: hor, The Couto DF iby rabies pon is the samné a ast 





















